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Chapter li

PRESERVATION IN CONTEXT

To fully appreciatetheneedfor astrong historic preservation program, itisnecessary tohaveabasic
understanding of what isto bepreserved. Thediversity that characterizesL osAngel estoday reflects
arichand complex history of human habitation extending back thousandsof yearsinto prehistorictime,
and about four hundredyearsof recorded history. Fromatiny pueblo of forty-four people, Los
Angeles,foundedin1781 near thesiteof aNative American settlement, hasevolvedintoamajor
metropolisonthe Pacific RimlinkingtheUnited Statesto Asia. Critical tothisevolutionwasthe
acquisitionof arail link totherest of thecontinent, theimportation of water from adistanceof over two
hundred miles, and thedevel opment of aharbor. Theseeventshel pedto unite, throughannexationand
urbani zation, what originated asaseriesof separatecommunitiesintheLosAngelesbasntoformthe
Cityasitistoday. V estigesof most of thesecommunitiesandtheir associated buildingtypesand
architectura stylesaredtill evident. Thefollowingoverview of LosAngeles shistory anditsperiodsof
development provides context for its many diverse resources.

A. Brief History of Los Angeles

The Native American Period

For onethousandyears, prior tothearriva of the Europeans, much of theL osAngelesbas nwashome
to the Tongvapeopl e, Shoshonean-speaking huntersand gathererswholivedin scoresof villages
scatteredthroughout the areaal ongtheriversand marshesand near theocean. The Tongva, whomthe
Spaniardscalledthe Gabriel efiosafter their associationwiththe San Gabriel Mission, numbered
between 5,000 and 10,000whentheEuropeansarrived. Their village, located near thesiteof City
Hall,wascalledY angna. Archeol ogical remainshavebeenfoundat about forty locationsintheL os
AngelesCounty including siteswithinthe City of Encinoandwest LosAngeles. TheTongvas
neighborsto the west, along the M aibu coast, were Chumash people. Tothenorth, inand beyondthe
San Fernando Valley, lived the Tataviam people.

The Spanish Period

LosAngel esentered recorded history in 1542 whenthefirst European, aPortuguese navigator named
JuanRodriguez Cabrillo, sailing under theflag of Spain, notedintheship’ slogabay hecalledBahia
deL osFumos(Bay of the Smokes), referringtothesmokefrom Tongvacampfires. In 1603 another
Spanishexplorer, Sebastian Vizcaino, dubbedtheinlet San Pedro, inhonor of St. Peter, thesecond
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century bishopof Alexandria. (San PedrowasannexedtotheCity of LosAngelesin 1909.) Although
theterritory wasclaimedby Spain, it wasnot explored until 1769, when Gaspar de Portola, Governor
of the Californias, | edaSpanishlandpartyto scout sitesfor Franciscan missionsandcivilian
settl ements. TheFranciscan missionswereestablished to securetitletotheregionfor Spainthrough
occupation, andto bring Christianity to the Native Americans. Using mapsdrawn by Portolaand
Father Juan Crespi, Mission San Gabriel Archangel wasfoundedin 1771 by theFranciscanorder.

Fertilesoil, benevolent climate, amplewater and alarge supply of Native Americanlaborersbrought
prosperityto the regionandIedto Spani shgovernment sponsorship of apuebl o onthebanksof the
PorciunculaRiver.On September 4,1781, El PueblodelaReinadeL osAnge es(theVillageof the
Queenof the Angels) wasfounded by aband of forty-four settlers. Thegroup of Mexican Colonials,
mostly miners, farmers, laborers, and artisans, werediverseintheir composition. Of thetwenty-three
adults, eight wereof Native American heritageandtenwereof Africandescent. Thepuebloflourished
becausethesettlersrecruited wereskilledintradesnecessary to operatethe puebl o. By theend of the
eighteenthcentury, the pueblowasmoreproductiveingrain harvestsand theherding of cattle, sheep
and horsesthanany other placeinCdifornia. Land grantsof fertilesoil weregiventoretired soldiers
by thegovernor of theCalifornias, and soonthecol ony wasdivided into mission, puebloandrancho
lands. In 1797, asecond mission, the San Fernando Rey de EspafiaMission, wasestablished. Itisthe
only mission structure within the boundaries of the present day City of Los Angeles.

The Mexican Period

The Mexican War of Independencefrom Spainbeganin1810. TheMexicanswerevictoriousin 1821
and declaredtheRepublicof Mexicoin1823. Californiawasmadeaterritory of theRepublicin 1825.
DuringMexicanrule,from 1825to 1847, therancherosbecamewedthy fromtradein hides, tallow,
wine, andbrandy. Native Americansprovidedlabor under thedirectionof Mexicanand Californio
vagueros. The property of themissionswasredistributed between 1834 and 1836, whichvastly
enriched the rancheros.

In1835, theMexican congressmadeL osAngdesadudad(city). It wasthelargest city inCalifornia
by thelate 1840s. Y ankeetradersmadecontactswiththe Cdiforniosduring thisperiod, drawn by low
pricesfor cowhidesandother raw materials. Someof theseadventurousA mericansmarriedthe
daughtersof therancheros, began bus nessenterprises, and soon becameincreasingly influential inthe
financeand commerce of theregion. Duringthe 1840s, LosAngelesbecameaprizeof warinthe
Mexican-AmericanWar. On August 13, 1846, Captain John Fremont entered the pueblo and declared
itan Americanterritory. AlthoughtheCaliforniosput up aspirited res stance, they weredefeated. The
Treaty of CahuengaendedtheconflictinCaliforniain 1847, butitwasthe Treaty of Guadal upe
Hidalgo officially ended the war in 1848.

The Early Years of Emigration

The City wasincorporatedin 1850 withapopulation of just over 1600. Amongthat number were
Mexicansof Indian, Spanish, and Africanancestry; Anglosof English, French, Irish, German, and other
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European descent; and two Chinese. TheMexican popul ation moved fromthepuebloto areaseast
of theriver. From 1850t0 1870, L osAngel esremained anisol ated, rough-and-tumbl efrontier town.
Economiclifeinthoseyearscontinuedto beshaped by theagricultureof theranchos. A droughtin
1862 destroyed many cattle, undermining theeconomic baseaswell asthepersonal security of the
rancheros.

A period of great prosperity began soonafterward whenthediscovery of goldinNorthern California
resultedinaflood of treasureseekers. Southland cattle, formerly prized only for their hidesandtallow,
suddenlywereseen as afood source, and fortunesweremade shi pping meat totheminers. Withthe
gradual introductionof acasheconomy replacingthe barter economy of theMexicanera, the
rancheroswereforcedtomortgagetheir landto obtainmoney. By 1865, four-fifthsof theranchos
were in American hands, and Los Angeles grew slowly over the next two decades.

AnglointerestinSouthern Californiaanditsagriculturewasprovoked by anexhibitinthe East of
irrigation-grown Southlandfruit. Theclimatewastouted by journalistsastherapeutic, andinvalids
seekingahedthy lifestylebegantojourney West. Thetranscontinental railroadto SanFranciscowas
completedin1869 by SouthernPacific Railroad, andit entered northernL osAngelesin 1876,
triggeringasmall land boom. The San FernandoV alley becamebl anketed by hugefiel dsof wheatin
the mid-1870s, andfor abrief period, thesheepindustry flourished only to beeliminated by drought
in1876-1877.

AsianimmigrantsarrivedinLosAngel esduringthisera. Mostly Chinese, many workedtobuildthe
Cdiforniaportionsof thetranscontinental railroads, othersasservants. Although few werelandowners,
their contributi onstocommercid LosAnge esweresignificant. Thefounder of the African-American
community, Biddy Mason, arrivedinLosAngelesin 1851, followed by LosAngeles' first black
barber, Peter Briggsin 1852.

The Railroad Boom and the Beginnings of Urbanization

In 1886, the SantaFeRailroad compl eteditsL osAngel eslink of thetranscontinentd railroad, breaking
the Southern Pacificrmonopoly. Intheensuingratewar, thepriceof aSt. Louisto L osAngel esticket
droppedat one point toonedollar. Theirresistiblefare, hugetractsof availableland, outrageous
publicity, and hordesof Midwesternerseager toretirefrom snowy winters, combinedto createahuge
influx of touristsand newresi dents. The SantaFe Company becameamajor townfounder andland
developer. By 1889 the boom subsided, but “Los Angeles’ had become a household name.

Between1890t0 1900, major improvementsweremadeinthe city'sinfrastructure. A public
trangportation systemwascreated, water supplieswereenlarged, oil wasdiscovered, theharbor was
improved, andthe City acquiredGriffith Park, the nation’ slargest urban park. A newly formed
Chamber of Commercepromoted L osAngelesand Southern California. Smaller communitiesoutside
of theorigina twenty-e ght mileland grant wereannexed tothe City of LosAngeles, initiating apattern
that would ultimately increasethe City’ sareaby 200%. L osAngeleswasprimarily atourist townfrom
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1900t01920. Thousandscameannually asvisitors, and many stayed. Water wasbrought 250 miles
fromtheOwensV alley viaagueduct and wasused asal urefor further annexation and devel opment
of surrounding communities.

By 1912, many peoplewho wereto becomeapermanent part of movielorehadarrivedinL os
Angeles. Many eastern companieshad either movedto or established branchesinLosAngeles. As
EuropeplungedintoWorldWar 1, that continent’ sfilm production slowed. AudiencesintheUnited
Statesand abroad | ookedincreasingly toHollywood for entertainment. Themovieindustry took root
in Los Angeles and flourished in the mild climate.

Growthand expansion continued. By 1915, the San FernandoV alley had been annexedtothecity,
morethandoublingitsland area. Thecity wasnow predominantly Anglo, influenced botheconomicaly
andsocially by migrantsfromtheMidwest. Inadditionto Angloimmigrants, other popul ations
continuedtogrow. In1890, therewereonethousand Japaneseinthecity; morerel ocated to Southern
Californiaafter the San Francisco earthquake of 1906. African-Americansbegantoelect political
representation and createdi stinct neighborhoods. Becauseof restrictivehomeowner’ sdeeds, African-
Americanswererestricted from buying homesoutsideof Central Avenueandfew other places. By
1930, thelargest bl ack community onthe West Coast had formed. TheMexican-Americanpopulation
expandedagainfoll owingthe M exicanrevol utionof 1910, risingtoover 350,000 by the1930s.
Significant Jewishimmigration beganinthe1920s, and they influenced LosAngeles’ conversonfrom
arural to urban community.

CarsaffectedlifeinLosAngelesin myriad andrevolutionary ways. Owingtothemildclimateand
sceni ¢ attractionsof Southern California, car touring met withinstant successand by the 1920swas
widely promoted. Middle-classfamilieshad accessto beaches, deserts, and themountains, often
located hundredsof milesaway. Domesticarchitecturechanged to accommodatethecar suchthat one-
or two-car garagesand drivewaysweresoonall but universal. Thewaveof immigration between 1920
and 1940 hasbeen characterized asthelargestinternal migrationinthehistory of theUnited States.
Theautomobilebecamethe wagonof thenew pioneer. The Depressondid nothing to abatethefl ow,
as unemployed workers flocked to Los Angeles looking for economic and social opportunity.

World War 1l to the Present

Airplanes, clothing, andtiresjoined oil, movies, and citricultureasmajor LosAnge esproducts. A new
spurt of populationgrowthandindustrial expansionduringWorldWar 11 continuedintothe 1950s.
Duringthisperiodtheaircraftindustry provided thebasefor thenew aerospaceindustry. Theeraof
freeway constructionbeganin 1940withtheArroyo Seco Parkway (today the PasadenaFreeway),
and by the 1960shad expanded greatly astheautomobilereplaced theRed Car asthevehicleof mass
transit. Newindustry enrichedthe economy. Withthesenew industriesand theeffect of changing
technology on peopl € slivesandjobs, M oderni st architecturebecameincreasingly popular with
industrial and corporateentitieswishingto present an optimisticimageof their companies’ roleinthe
new economy.
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Theexpans on of suburbantractsintoland previoudy usedforindustrial or agricultural useswasmost
pronouncedinthedecadefollowingthecloseof WorldWar |1. Thedevel opment of communitiesin
the SanFernando Valleyandintheairport areawerelikedto thel ocation of new and growing
industrial plants.

Downtown businessleadersbeganto clamor for urban renewal after WorldWar I1. Bunker Hill,
originaly hometothewesalthy, |ocated to thewest of theeconomic center of downtown, wassel ected
asthe new center for corporate LosAngeles.Inthe 1950s, thecity initiated the Bunker Hill
Redevel opment project withwork beginninginearnestin1963. All existing structures, primarily large
Victorianres dences, weredemolished. Thehill waslevel ed and highriseoffices, apartments, theMusic
Center, and museumswereconstructed. In 1962, theWattsRebellionlasted for six daysand resulted
inthelooting, burning, and destruction of black and white-owned businessesinanelevensquaremile
area of that community.

The1970sand 1980ssaw L osAngel escontinueto grow and change. Theend of the* Cold War” saw
acutback indefensespending, resultinginthedeclineof theaerospaceindustry. Themovieindustry
peakedinthe1940s, but declined with theadvent of television, only tobecomestronger thanever as
domesticandinternational audiencescontinuedtolook to Hollywood for entertainment. Throughout
L os Angel esand surrounding counties, thecitrusindustry and other typesof agriculturegaveway to
residential subdivisions and new retail centers.

Duringthe 1990s, L osAnge estook stepsback andforward. A recession d owed economicgrowth
intheCity at thebeginning of thedecade. Civil disturbancesin 1992 destroyed many buildingsand
structuresinurbanneighborhoods throughout the City. The 1994 Northridge Earthquakewasyet
another blow totheeconomy, causing consi derabledamageto historic structuresand buildings
throughout theregion. Whiletherest of thenation recovered economically inthemid-1990s, L os
Angees economy took two additiona yearstorecover. However, popul ation growth continued during
everyyear of the 1990sasimmigrantsfromall over theworld continuedtojoinresident Anglo,
African-American, Asian, Mexican, and Pacificldand popul ations. Inaddition, asthecentury closed,
confidenceinthe economy asawholeandinthe urbanneighborhoodsincreased. Because of
government involvement, corporateinvol vement, organi zations, and community efforts, areas
throughout thecity experienced reinvestment. Inmany areas, buildingswhichwereoncederdlict were
renovated. L otsvacant for adecade, becameinfill projects, and underutilized commercial areas
benefitted from catalyst projects.

Theattractions of climateandterrainaugmented by thepresenceof profitableindustriesandadiverse
population, havemadeL osAngelesamajor metropolitan center. 1t hasthesecondlargest population
inthe United Statesand spreads out over the largest municipa areainthenation. Itisstrategically
linkedto AsiawithitslocationonthePacific Rimandhasvital linkageswith Canada, Europe, and
Mexico. After 200 years, the vitality that fed the growth from pueblo to metropolis is undiminishec
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B. Early Preservation Efforts

Thehistoric preservation movement intheUnited Statesisoften said to havebegunwiththeeffort to
saveMount V ernon, thehomeof GeorgeWashington, from destructionintheearly nineteenth century.
Many subsequent eff ortsaround the nationechoedthiseffort, inthat they involved largeresidences
which had belongedto prominent people and were built by noted architects. The history of
preservationinLosAngel es, however, beganwiththerecognition of thelossof entirecultural contexts,
thosewhichhadexisted prior to Americanrule. Theearly effortsof individua swho recognized these
impendingl osseswerefoll owedby thoseof nonprofit groups, neighborhood organi zations, and City
government. Theconcept of what isworthy of preservationand protection hasbeen expanded many
timesover theyearsand continuesto be expanded. Asanexample, theroleof LosAngelesasa
center of Modernism has been recognized, and the contributions of people of color celebrated.

InL osAngel es, the preservati onmovement beganinthe 1890swhenattention focused ontheol dest
existing structuresinthe region, themissonscongtructed by the Spanishfriarsand Native American
laborers. Themissionsheldnoethnic, nationd, or cultural tiesfor new Anglores dentsof thebooming
City of LosAngeles. They hadfew caretakersand werebadly deteriorating. Under thel eadership of
CharlesFletcher Lummis, whoisoftenthought of asthefirst preservationactivistinLosAngeles, a
preservation movement wasformedto addressthisproblem. TheLandmarksClubwasfoundedin
1894. Lummiswasawriter andacollector devotedtothe Spanish, Mexican, and Nativeculturesof
the Southwest. Hewasinterestedinthemissonsasarchitectural and culturd linkstoanearlier time,
thepre-American period of LosAngel esdevel opment. Thepublicizing of theregion’ sHispanicroots
educat ed newly arrived Angel enosabout therich cultureswhich preceded them. Themissons, adobes,
and other structuresassociatedwiththee ghteenth and early nineteenth centuriesreminded everyone
that L os Angeles had a much longer history than most people understood.

Another mgjor preservationinitiativeoccurredinthe 1920s. By thistime, L osAngel eshad undergone
several major periods of growth, resultinginthedisappearanceof nineteenth century and Mexican
periodremnantsof thecity. Theorigina Plazaof El PueblodeL osAngeles, thelocation of thecity’s
ol dest remaining buildings, wasin considerabledisrepair. Under theguidanceof an Englishwoman,

ChristineSterling, who moved to L osAngel esby way of San Francisco, what remained of theoriginal

city center wasrehabilitated. Funding and support were provided by OtisChandler, publisher of the
LosAngdesTimes Therevitalization of theareawastargeted both totouristsand |l ocal sasapl ace
for shoppingandstrolling. It wasintended to providean educati onal experiencetothosevisitorsabout

what lifeinLosAngeeswaslikeinthecity’ searlier periods. Sterling’ sOlveraStreet projectinvolved
theinterpretationof the M exican periodof the pueblowith “improved” facilities. Inadditionto
showcasi ng Mexican customsand crafts, itled totheretenti on of what arenow rarenineteenth century
commercial buildings, andtothe El PueblodeL osAngel esStateHistoric Park (part of whichisaCity
Historic-Cultural Monument No. 64), whichfurther enhanced theinterpretationandlong-term
preservationof the birthplaceof L osAngeles. Theareaiscurrently knownastheEl PueblodeL os
Angeles Historic Monument.
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Inthe 1930s, Sterling extended her effortsat cultural preservationtothecreation of New Chinatown.
Portionsof origina Chinatown adecadeearlier weredemolishedfor theconstructionof Union Station,
andthepopulation displaced fromtheir homesand businesses. Thenew buildingsconstructedinthe
areadesi gnatedasNew Chinatown, north of the Plazaarea, wereconscioudy “ Chinese” instylebut
designedby Angloarchitects. Sterling’ sChinaCity devel opment on Ord Street, thelast remnant of
whichwasrecently destroyed, represented her attemptsinthisearly form of heritagetourism. The
City’ scurrent Chinatownand Little Tokyo, thecenter of the Japanese American community, flourish
today.

In1958, thelocal branchof the AmericanIngtituteof Architects(AlA) formedacommitteetosave
landmarksthrestened by therapid growth of thecity, and threeyearslater met withgovernment leaders
toexplorewaysof achievingthat goal. AnordinancewaspassedinApril, 1962 givingthenewly
established Cultural HeritageBoard (later named acommission) theright toidentify, survey, and
protectlandmarks. Architect WilliamWollett wastheboard’ sfirst chairman. In 1969, theboardwas
instrumental i nthe establi shment of Heritage Square, apieceof parklandaongtheArroyo Secothat
became alocation for Victorian buildings threatened with destruction.

C. Preservation Movement Today

Thepreservationmovementin LosAngel escontinuedinthelate 1970sinresponseto several urban
renewad projects. Thelargest of theseinvol ved theentireneighborhood of Bunker Hill. Bunker Hill had
beenthreatened sincethe 1950s, and itsrazing meant thelossof what hadinthelate nineteenth century
beentheresidential and social heart of thecity. Other significant buildingslostinthisperiodincluded
the AtlanticRichfield Building, oneof themost significant Art Deco buildingsinthecity; theCarthay
Circle Theatre; and most of downtown’s major churches.

TheL osAngelesConservancy, acity-wide preservationadvocacy group, wasfoundedin1978. Its
foundingwasaresponseto threatstodemolishandreplacetheCentra Library, whichwasdesigned
by Bertram Grosvenor Goodhueand completedin 1926. Thecitizenscommitteewhichwasformed
toprotect thelibrary building eventually becamethe L osAngel esConservancy, anonprofit organization
dedicatedtothepreservationof historicand cultural resourcesinLosAngelesCounty. Inadditionto
itsadvocacy eff orts, the Conservancy conductsaseriesof education programsand wal king toursof
downtown, innovative driving tours of industrial buildings and post-war commercial resources.

Duringthisperiod, preservation groupshaving aparticul ar neighborhood or architectural focuswere
formed, amongthem: theArt Deco Society, Carroll Avenue/Angelino Heights, Highland Park Heritage
Trust, Hollywood Heritage, Lincoln HeightsNeighborhood and Preservation Association, and West
AdamsHeritage Association. Still other neighborhood organizationsand historical societies, including
the Hi storicd Society of Southern Cdlifornia, theLosAngdesCity Historical Society, andtheWindsor
Square/Hancock Park Historical Society,joinedthesetoformacoalitionof groupsdevotedto
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educating the public about Los Angeles’ history and architecture.

Increasingthreatstolandmarksand nei ghborhoodsled many to publicizetheir effortsthroughtours,
publications, andlandmark designations. Docent programsand other volunteer activitiesinvolvedthe
citizenry bothaseducatorsand participants. Theseaffinity groupshighlighted thespecid architectural
characteristicsof Victorian neighborhoods, Craftsman bungal ows, and 1920sand 1930scommercial
didtricts. Interestinarchitecturewasaugmented by studiesof suburban devel opment, specia indudtries,
andethnicaffiliations. Certaintypesof buildingsweregivenacontext sothat physical and historic
characteristicscoul dbe compared. Many of thesenonprofit activitiesbecameapart of early
educational efforts. Toursof Carroll AvenueinAngelino Heights, West Adams, Hollywood,
Westwood, and Highland Park became popular weekend activities.

Theeffortsof thesegroupscontinuetoday. Asaresult of their persistence, preservationlegidationhas
beencreatedfor landmark and district ordinances, codeinitiatives, reuseand parking ordinances,
designguidelines,andincentives.n1998, the Conservancy celebrated twenty yearsof preservation
activities, includingarchitectural toursand educationa programsinmorethantwenty neighborhoods,
lectureson L osAngel esarchitecture, and advocacy effortswhichresultedinthepreservation of such
landmarks astheL osAngelesCentral Library, theEastern ColumbiaBuilding, theWiltern, Angels
Flight, the Ambassador Hotel, and the May Company Wilshire.

D. Regulatory Framework

Federal:

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)

Theintent of the National Environmenta Policy Act (NEPA) isto protect thenatural and built
environment, including historic properties, fromadverseeffectsresultingfromfederal actions.
Before afederal agency may proceedwithaproposed action, it must first perform an
environmental assessment to determinewhether theaction could haveany significant effect on
the environment. If it isdeterminedthat theaction may havean effect ontheenvironment, the
agency must thenpreparean Environmental |mpact Statement (EIS) whichidentifiesall

environmental impactsresultingfrom theactionandlistsmitigation measuresand project
aternativeswhichavoidor minimizeadverseimpacts. Impactsinvolving historic propertiesare
usually assessed in coordinationwiththe processestablished under theNational Historic

PreservationActof 1966 (seebelow). Normally, the Section 106 processmust becompl eted
before the Environmental Assessment or EIS can be finalized.

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

Thisact createdthe framework for preservation activity intheUnited States; including the
Historic Preservation Fundwhich providesgrantsto Native Americantribes, Officesof Historic
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Preservation, maritimeresources, andtheCertified L ocal Government program, among others.
Section 106 of theNational Historic Preservation Act requiresconsultation betweenthe Federal
Advisory Council onHistoric Preservationand/or the State Histori ¢ Preservation Officer onany
federal action (includingfederally assisted grantsand | oans) which may adversely affect
properties listed on, eligible for, or potentially eligible for the National Register.

Certified Local Government
The 1980 amendmentsto the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 providedfor the
establishment of aCertified Local Government program (CLG). Thisprogramallowsfor direct
local government parti cipation andintegrationinacomprehens vestatewidehistoric preservation
planning process. CLGs are eligible, on acompetitive basis, for special matching grants.

Althoughafederal program,the CL G program isadministeredby the Officeof Historic
PreservationinCalifornia. California’ sCL G procedureswereadopted by the State Historical
ResourcesCommissioninMay of 1985, andapproved by theNationa Park Servicein July of
that sameyear. 1n 1986 six local governmentswerecertified. Asof September 1997, forty-two
governmental entitieshavebeen certified: Six county governments, twotown governments, one
city/county government, and thirty-three city governments.

Any local government that meetstherequirementsfor eigibility for the CL G programmay apply
for certification. Inorder tobeaCL G, thecity must haveahistoric preservation ordinanceand
apreservation commissionthat meet certainrequirements; provideadequate public participation
intheenforcement of Federal, stateandlocal preservationlaws, and conduct acomprehensive
historic and architectural survey.

AsaCL G, thelocal government must enforceappropriatestateandlocal legislationfor the
designation and protectionof historic properties, aswell asestablishand maintain anadequate
and qualified historic preservation review commissiorn/board by local law. Thelocal government
must maintainasystem for the survey andinventory of historic propertiesand providefor
adequate public participationinthelocal historic preservation program, including theprocessof
recommending propertiesfor nominationtotheNational Register of Historic Places. Thelocal
government must also satisfactorily perform the responsibilities delegated to it by the State.

State:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
The CaliforniaEnvironmental Quality Act (CEQA) wasenactedin 1970 and most recently
modifiedin 1998. Thebasi c purposesof CEQA aretoinformgovernmenta decisionmakersand
the publicabout the potential significant adverseeffects, if any, of proposed activitiesand
projects. Inaddition, it providesopportunitiesfor thepublicand for other agenciestoreview and
comment ondraft environmental documents. Asenvironmental policy, CEQA requiresthat
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environmental protectionbegivensignificant considerationinthedecisionmaking process.
Historicresourcesareincludedunder environmental protection. Thus, any project or action
whichconstitutesasignificant adverseeffect onahistoricresourcea so hasasignificant effect
on the environment and shall comply with the State CEQA Guidelines.

Aspart of the1998revisions, ruleswereestablished for theanalysisof historical resourcesin
order to determine whether aproject may haveasubstantial adverseeffect onthesignificance
of theresource. The guidelinesstated that aresourceisnot requiredtobelisted onaregister or
surveyed; it must only be consideredaresource by the lead agency asdefinedinPublic
Resources Code Sections 5020.1(j) or 5024.1.

For purposesof CEQA and environmental review, an historical resourceisaresourcelisted, or
determinedtobedigibleforlisting, intheCaliforniaRegister of Historical Resources. Locally
designatedresourcesareal so presumedto besignificant, unlessthe preponderanceof the
evidenceistothecontrary. Furthermore, accordingtothestatute, thefact that aresourceisnot
listed, or determineddligiblefor listing, inthe CaliforniaRegister or listedinal ocal register or
deemedsignificantinasurvey, shall not precludeal ead agency fromdeterminingwhether the
resource may be an historical resource.

The term “historical resource” includes the following:

1. Aresourcelistedin, or determinedtobeéligibleby the StateHistorical
ResourcesCommissionfor listingintheCdiforniaRegister of Historical
Resources(PubResCode SS5024.1, Title14 CCR, Section4850 et

seq.).

2. A resourceincludedinalocal register of historical resources, asdefined
inSection5020.1(k) of thePublic ResourcesCodeor identified as
significantinan historical resourcesurvey meetingtherequirements
Section5024.1(g) of thePublic ResourcesCode, shdl bepresumedto
behigtoricaly or culturally sgnificant. Publicagenciesmust trest any such
resource as significant unless the preponderance of evidence
demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant.

3. Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript
whichalead agency determinestobehistoricaly significant or significant
inthearchitectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural,
educationa, socid, palitical, military, or cultural annasof Californiamay
be consideredtoanhistorical resource, providedthelead agency’s
determinationissupported by substantia evidenceinlight of thewhole
record.
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Generdly, aresourceshd | beconsidered by thelead agency tobe* historically significant” if the
resourcemeetsthecriteriafor listingontheCaliforniaRegi ster of Historical Resources(Pub Res
Code SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852) including the following:

A. | sassociated with eventsthat havemadeasi gnificant contributiontothe
broad patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;

B. |'s associated with the lives of persons important in the past;

C. Embodiesthedistinctivecharacteristicsof atype, period, region, or
method of construction, or representsthework of animportant creative
individual, or possesses high artistic values; or

D. Hasyielded, or may belikely toyield, informationimportant in prehistory
or history.

Thefact that aresourceisnotlistedin, or determinedtobedigiblefor listingintheCdiforniaRegister
of Historical Resources, notincludedinalocal register of historical resources(pursuantto5020.1 (k)
of thePublic ResourcesCode), or identifiedinan historical survey (meetingthecriteriain Section
5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code) doesnot precludeal ead agency fromdeterminingthat the
resourcemay bean historical resourceasdefinedin Public ResourcesCode Sections5020.1(j) or
5024.1.

Local:

Cultural and Historical Monuments Plan
IN1969, the City Council adopted, upontherecommendation of theCultural Heritage
CommissionandtheCity Planning Commission, aCultural and Historical MonumentsPlanas
anElement of the City’ sGeneral Plan. Itwasoneof thefirst such planelementsinthestate.
Theplanidentified historic preservation goal sand obj ectivesandrecognized theneed to
designate the City’ s Historic-Cultural Monuments.

Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments

TheCultural Heritage Ordinancewasadopted by theL osAngelesCity Council in 1962 and
amendedin 1985 (Sections22.120 et. seq. of the Administrative Code). TheOrdinancecreated
aCultura Heritage Commissionand criteriafor thedesignation of Historic-Cultural Monuments.
The Commissioniscomprisedof five citizens, gppointed by theMayor, whohaveexhibiteda
knowledge of Los Angeles’ history, culture and architecture.

Historic Preservation Overlay Zones
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TheHistoric Preservation Overlay Zone(HPOZ) Ordinancewasfirst adoptedin 1979 and
revisedin1997. AnHPOZ isaplanningtool whichrecognizesthespecia qualitiesof areasof
historic, cultural or architectura significance. AnHPOZ doesnot changetheunderlying zoning,
rather it extendsan added level of protectionover azonethroughreview boardoversight. The
reviewboardfor eacharea knownasHPOZ Boards, arecomprised of membersappointed by
the Mayor or City Council. The HPOZ Board for the area andthe Cultural Heritage
Commi ssionadvisethe Planning Commi ssioni nitsevauation of proposa sfor dterations,
demoalitions, and new constructioninthat zone. Thecreation of an HPOZ canbeinitiated by the
City Council, Planning Commission, Cultura Heritage Commisson, property ownersor resdents
of agiven area.

Historic-Cultural Monuments: Demolition without Benefit of Permit

Under Section91.8407 of the Municipal Code (Chap. IX,Art.1, Did. 84), established by
OrdinanceNo. 165360, the City hastheauthority towithhold abuilding permit or arelocation
permit if demolitionor rel ocation work hasbeen conducted on ahi storic structurewithout the
requisitepermits. The City canal sorecordan Affidavit whichprohibitspermitsfor new
devel opment for uptoaperiodof fiveyears. Thesectiona soprovidesthat if thehistoricbuilding
becomesahazard, anuisanceor substandard, the City may causethebuildingto bebarricaded
and protected fromfurther deterioration. Costsof securingthestructure, plusanadministrative
fee of 40% of the costs, are assessed against the property.

By OrdinanceNo. 172112, Section 91.8407 of theMunicipal Code(Chap. X, Art. 1, Did. 84)
wasamendedto authorizethe City toissuean order directingtheowner of abuildingtokeepthe
property frombeingfurther vandalized or becoming apublicnuisance, includingsuchmeansas
havingthe building secured, cleaned, or fenced. Plansto securesuch abuilding must be
reviewed by theCultural AffairsDepartment within 10daysof arequestfor review. Theplans
shall be disapprovedonlyif itisdeterminedthat theplanswill sgnificantly damageor dter the
historiccharacter of thebuilding. Thefailureof theCultural AffairsDepartmenttoact onthe
request shall constitute awaiver of the right to review the plans.

Section 106 Implementation Programmatic Agreement
On September 6, 1995 aProgrammati c Agreement (PA) wasexecuted amongtheCity of Los
Angeles, the CaliforniaState Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and the Advisory Council
onHistoric Preservation(Advisory Council) regarding historic propertiesaffected by useof
Community Development Block Grants; Rental Rehabilitation Block Grants; McKinney Act
Homel essProgramsincludingthe Emergency Shelter GrantsProgram, Transitional Housing,
Permanent Hous ngfor theHomel essHandi capped, and Supplemental Assstancefor Facilities
to Assist theHomel ess; Homel nvestment Partnership Funds; andthe Shelter PlusCareProgram
(Programs). The PA providesdtipulationswhich satisfy the City’ sSection 106 respongibilities
fordl individua undertakingsof theabove-referenced programsbecausethe City hasdetermined
that implementation of theseprogramsmay havean effect upon propertiesincludedinor digible
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for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

Under thetermsof thePA, theCity isrequiredtoretaintheservicesof an Historic Preservation
Consultant (HPC). ThePA requiresthe City todocument inwriting all actionstaken pursuant
tothePA andtoreport theactivitiestothe SHPO and the A dvisory Council inaProgrammatic
Agreement Compliance Report (PACR) every six months.

Theprimary obj ectivesof thePA CR areto summarizefor the SHPO and the Advisory Council
theactivitiescarried out under the Programmatic Agreement, todocument all decisionsmade
withrespect toidentificationand eval uation of Historic Properties, andto providecopiesof all
StandardMitigationM easuresAgreements (SMMA). It al so promotes efficiency and
effectivenessandinformsthe publicof theactivitiescarried out under thetermsof the PA by
making the PACR available for public inspection and comment.

Interested partiesare consulted by the City andtheHPCfor information regarding potential
historicpropertiesintheir areaof influenceand expertise. Among thegroupsroutinely contacted
by theCity andtheHPC aretheCity of LosAngel esPlanningand Cultural AffairsDepartments,
theLosAngelesConservancy, representativesof LosAngel esHistoric Preservation Overlay
Zones,ArtDeco Society, L osAngelesHistoric TheatreFoundation, Hollywood Heritage,
Society of Architectural Historians, and Hollywood Chamber of Commerce.

Preservation Incentives

Federal:
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits

TheFedera Historic Preservation Tax | ncentiveisaprogram administered by theNational Park
Service(NPS) that rewardsprivateinvestmentinrehabilitatingincome-producing properties,
suchasoffices, rental housing, andretail. Theincentiveprovidesatwenty percent tax credit for

al qualifying hard and soft cost expendituresduring substantial rehabilitationof certified historic
structures. A substantial rehabilitationisoneinwhichthecost of eigiblework duringaspecified
measuring period exceedstheadjusted basisof thebuilding. Toqualify asaCertified Historic
Structure, the property must be listedinthe National Register of Historic Places,bea
contributing structureinaNational Register District, or beacontributing structureinalocally
designated district. Inaddition, therehabilitation must conformtothe Secretary of thelnterior’s

Standardsfor Rehabilitation; thus, character-definingfesturesof thestructure, aswell asthe
integrity, must beretained. Thecredit equal stwenty percent of theamount spent onqualifying

rehabilitationexpendituresandisclaimedintheyear inwhichtherehabilitated buildingisputinto

service.

Commercial,industrial,agricultural,andrental residential propertiesareeligibleforthe
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rehabilitationtax credit. Buildingsmust bedepreciableand usedinatradeor businessto produce
income. Ownersor | ong-termlesseesof atleast 27.5yearsfor residential property andthirty-
nineyearsfor nonresidential property may apply. Propertiesusedexclusvely asanowner’s
private residence are not eligible.

Inaddition, aten percenttax creditisavailablefor income-producing propertiesbuilt before
1936 which are not listed in or eligible for the National Register.

Conservation Easements

Theowner of ahistoric property canearnasignificant one-timeincometax deduction by
donating aconservation easement to aqual ifying preservation organization. Aneasementisa
legal agreement betweenaproperty owner andaconservationgroupwhichrestrictsthe
property’ sfuturedevel opment rightsby all owing thepreservationgrouptoreview in perpetuity
changestothe property. Theareacoveredby the conservationeasement istypicallythe
building’ sexterior envelope. Other conservation easementsmay specify historically sgnificant
interior spacesorthelandscapeonwhichthebuildingsits. Unliketherehabilitationtax credits,
all Certified Historic Structuresincluding owner-occupied singlefamily houses, aredligiblefor
easement donations. Buildings or structures need not be income-producing or depreciable.

Conservation easementsprotect abuilding’ ssignificant historicand architectural featuresby
restrictingtheright to alter itsappearance, evenafter theproperty changesownership. Donors
aredligiblefor acharitablegift donationfor theval ueof theeasement. Theeasement’ svaueis
determined by establishingthefair market val ueof theproperty without theeasement and then
subtractingthe fair market value of the property withthe easement restrictionsbased on
limitationsof futuredevel opment, includingabuilding’ sheight, density, and use. Thedifference
betweenthe two amountsi sthevaueof theeasement. Intheevent of anatural disaster, holders
of conservation easementsareoftengivenpriority by relief organizationslike FEMA toreceive
government funding for any necessary repair work.

State:

1998 California Historical Building Code (CHBC) (Part 8, Title 24, C.C.R.)

“Theintent of the CHBCistosaveCalifornia sarchitectural heritageby recognizingtheunique
construction problemsinherentinhistorical buildingsand by providing acodetodea withthese
problems.” TheCHBCistheprevailing codefor applicationtoqualified historica buildingsinthat
theL osAnge esDepartment of Building and Safety must recognizeand apply thesea ternatives
if theowner choosesto usethem. Insomecasestheowner may findthat theaternativesresolve
conflictsbetween complyingwiththeL osAngelesBuilding Codeandretaining historicfabricas
requiredfor Historic-Cultural Monuments, MillsAct contracts, or historicresourcesunder
CEQA review. Insomecircumstancesthe CHBC servesasan economicincentivetoowners
by reducing the amount of work required for code compliance.
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Thedefinitionof a“ qualified historical building or property” whichcanusethecodeisvery
broad: “any building, site, structure, object, district, or collection of structures, andtheir
associatedsites, deemedof importanceto thehistory, architectureor cultureof anareaby an
appropriatelocdl, state, or federa governmentd jurisdiction.” Qudified buildingsincludeCity of
L osAngelesHistoric-Cultural Monuments, buildingslisted onor determinedeligiblefor the
CaliforniaRegister of Historical Resourcesand National Register of Historic Places, State
Historical Landmarks, State Pointsof Historical Interest. Inaddition, other propertieslistedon
officially adopted registers, inventories, and surveysmay qualify. Applicantsshouldwork with
the Department of Buildingand Safety to assurethat thebuildingisrecognized asaqudifiedsite
early inany project planning process. Thestaffsof the Cultural Heritage Commissionand State
Office of Historic Preservation may also help to confirm whether or not a building is qualifie

TheDepartment of Buildingand Safety may request opinionsfromthe StateHistorical Building
Saf ety Board (SHBSB) and staff in Sacramentoregarding useandinterpretation of the CHBC.
B oththe building department and gpplicantsmay apped adversedecisonsregardingthe CHBC
directly to SHBSB.

Thefollowinglist of CHBC chaptersillustratesthebroad rangeof dternativeprovisionswhich
may apply to ahistoric site.

Chapter 8-3: Use and Occupancy

Chapter 8-4: Fire Protection

Chapter 8-5: Means of Egress

Chapter 8-6: Alternative Accessibility Provisions

Chapter 8-7: Alternative Structural Regulations

Chapter 8-8: Archaic Materials and Methods of Construction
Chapter 8-9 Mechanical, Plumbing, and Electrical Requirements
Chapter 8-10: Historic Districts, Sites, and Open Spaces

Uniform Code for Building Conservation (UCBC)
The CaliforniaStateHistorical Building Saf ety Boardhasdes gnated theUniform Codefor
Building Conservation(UCBC) asanacceptablealternatetothe CHBCfor applicationto
qudifiedhistoricbuildings. Therefore, abuilding owner may asousetheUCBCindeaingwith
the Department of Building and Safety on codecomplianceandalteration of existing historic
sites.

The UCBC, unlike the CHBC, isamodel code, writtenby aprivate organization, the
Internationa Conferenceof Building Officias(ICBO). It belongstothel CBOfamily of model
codes, includingtheUniform Building Code (UBC) whichareoften adopted asstatutesby
municipalities, thereby becomingthelocal building code. TheUCBC hasnot been adopted as
law by the City of L osAngeles.However,the action of the SHBSB makesit availablefor
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application to qualified propertiesin the City of Los Angeles.

The UCBCwaswritten*toencouragethecontinued useor reuseof legaly existing buildingsand
structures.” IncitieswheretheUCBCisadopted aspart of thelocal building code, it appliesto
all existingstructures, not only historic sites. Beingamuchlonger document withmany more
provisionsthanthe CHBC, the UCBC deservesattentionand applicationto ol der buildings.
Whilethe CHBC providessol utionsin many cases, the UCBC providesdifferent approaches
and solutions which may work better in other cases.

Marks Bond
TheM arksHistorical Rehabilitation Act of 1976 allowslocal governmentstoissuebondsto
financethe acquisition, rel ocation, reconstruction, restoration, renovation, or repair of historic
properties. Costseligiblefor fundinginclude, but arenotlimitedto, work thatisnecessary to
meet applicablerehabilitation standardsandinstal | ation of fixturesto maketheproperty usesble.
Design costs, financing costs, and other incidental expenses are also eligible.

Propertieseligiblefor assistanceunder theprogramincludethoseof any “. . . nationa, state, or
locdl historical registersor official inventories, such astheNational Register of Historic Places
and StateHistorical Landmarks...” plusany property “. . . deemed of importancetothehistory,
architecture, or cultureof anarea. . .” asdetermined by alocal official, historicpreservation
board, or commission, alocal legislative body, or the State Historic Resources Commission.

Prior toissuingbonds under thisprogram,thelocal government must adopt ahistorica
rehabilitationfinancing program and designatehi storical rehabilitationareas, whichmay consist
of thejurisdiction’ s entiregeographical area. Toissuebonds, ajurisdiction must adopt an
historical rehabilitationfinancing program setting forth thearchitectural and/or historical criteria
to beusedinselecting historica propertiesdigiblefor bondfinancing. Thejurisdictionmust also
allow affected citizensto participatein theplanning andimplementation of theprograminthe
designationof historical rehabilitationareas. A maximum of citizen participationmust be
provided, including the establishment of a citizens advisory board.

Mills Act

TheMillsActof 1972, asamended, (GC Section50280et seq.; RTC439et seq.) providesa
reductionintheproperty taxesfor ownersof quaifiedresdential and commercia buildings. The
owner must enter intoatenyear contract withtheloca government. Inreturn, theowner agrees
torehabilitateand/or maintainthe historical andarchitectural character of thestructure. To
implement the program, the local government is required to adopt enabling legislation.

California Heritage Fund of 1993
The CaliforniaHeritageFund (PRC Sections5020.4, 5024.6, 5079 et seq.) authorizesthe State

Treasurytoreceivemoney for depositintheFund Account. Theact authorizesthe Officeof
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HistoricPreservationto makegrant awardsto publicagenciesand nonprofit organizationsfor
prescribedhistorica andarchaeol ogical resourcepreservation projects, for historical resource
management proj ects, andfor loan of fundsfor thetemporary acquisition of archaeol ogical
resources. However, therehave been norecent appropriationstothefund. The State Public
WorksBoard may acquire, onbehalf of the Officeof Historic Preservation, any interestinreal
property with historical and archaeol ogica significanceto securethepreservation of theheritage
resource.

Local:

Mills Act Enabling Legislation

OnNovember 13,1996 the City Council adopted OrdinanceNo.171413 amending Section
19.14 of theLosAngel esAdmini strative Codeto authorize, incompliancewith CaiforniaState
law, real property tax reductionsfor ownersof qualified historic propertieswithintheCity of Los
Angeles. Theprovisionsrequirethat theowner entersintoacontract withthe City to preserve

and, whennecessary, restoreand rehabilitatethe property consi stent withthe Secretary of the
Interior’ sStandardsfor Rehabilitation. Owner-occupied singlefamily residenceswith aproperty
tax assessment of $500,000 or | essand multi-family/commercia propertiesva ued at $1,500,000
or lessareeligibleprovidedthat they areHistoric-Cultural Monuments, or are contributing

structurestoan HPOZ. Thecontractisinitially for aperiod of tenyearsandisautomatically
renewedunl essthe owner or theCity doesnot choosetorenew. Inadditionthe City may cancel

the contractif itisdetermined that theowner hasfailed to comply withtheagreement to properly
care for and maintain the property.

Transfer of Floor Area Ratio Ordinance (TFAR)

Section 14.5 of theMunicipal Code, added by OrdinanceNo. 163,617 onJune21, 1988,
providesfor thetransfer of floor arearatiosinthe Central BusinessDistrict (CBD) to promote
thepreservation of historicbuildings, createaffordablehousing, enhanceeconomicviability,

provideaffordablechild care, and achieveother goalswithintheCBD. TheCity identified Sites
eligibleasdonor sitesof excessdensity. Moniespaidtotheowner of aneligiblesitefor the
transferreddensity shal beusedexclusvey for preserving, improving, expanding, or enhancing
theeconomicvitaity of thehistoricsite, or any other identified public benefit, unlessthedensity
soldislessthan 20,000 squarefeet. The obligationto spend the fundsissecuredby a
performancedeedof trust. The owner of the building must recordacovenant assuringthe
preservationof thehistoricstructurefor thelongest feasibletime. The City may acquireadditional

density, subject to Council approvd, from historically-designated projectsintheHistoric Core
whicharesubject to anexisting Owner ParticipationAgreement (OPA), Dispositionand
Development Agreement (DDA), and/or TFAR Plan. Theultimateuseof theexcessdensity is
subj ect to asubsequent Planning Commissionreview through an applicationtothe Commission
under the TFAR Ordinance.
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Historic Resource: Parking Exception

Section12.21 A 4(x) (2) of theLosAngelesMunicipal Code, asamended onNovember 12,
1994 under City OrdinanceNo. 170,056, providesthat no additional parking spacesneedbe
providedfor achangeinusefor any structurelisted ontheNational Register of Historic Places
or Stateor City list of historicor cultural monuments. Neverthel ess, the City, aspart of a
discretionary actionrel atedtoachangeof use, may imposeconditionsrequiring additional
parking requirementsinconnecti onwiththe changeof use. Theprovisonsfurther statethat
existing parking must beretained and, if thefl oor areai sincreased, parkingmust beprovidedfor
the increased floor area.

Other Related City Actions: Adaptive Reuse, Historic Building Incentives

OnMay 3,1999, the City Council adopted an ordinancewhich permitsownersof historically
significant buildingsto apply totheZoning Administrator for reduced parkingincommercial
zones, or for permissionto conduct certainlimited-impact commercia usesinresidential zones.
Beforeapproving suchanapplication, the Zoning Administrator must find that theuseor
reductioninparkingwill not adversely affect the surrounding areaor theHPOZ; theuseor
reduced parkingisreasonably necessary to providefor thecontinued preservation of thebuilding
andiscompatiblewiththebuilding’ shistoriccharacter; and theapplicationisconsistent withthe
Preservation Plan for the HPOZ.

OnMay 3,1999, the City Council adoptedanother ordinancetoencourageadaptivereuse
projectsinthe Downtown Project Area. Theordinanceallowsthechangeinusetodwelling
units,guest rooms, or joint livingandwork quartersinall or porti onsof abuildingthat was
constructed beforeJuly 1, 1974; isdesignated ontheNational Register of Historic Places, the
CaliforniaRegister of Historical Resources, or the City of LosAngelesList of Historic-Cultural
Monuments; or isacontributing buildingtoan HPOZ or an historicdistrict ontheNational
Register. Insuchadaptivereuseprojects, loft spacesinjoint livingand work quarters, dwelling
unitsand guestsroomswhich do not exceed morethan 33% of thefloor areaof the spacebel ow
arenot considered new floor area. Inaddition, such dwelling unitsarenot subject tothelot area
requirementsof thezoneor height district. Thedwel ling spaceissubject to certain minimumfloor
arearequirements, exempt from mini-shopping center and commercial corner devel opment
regulations, Siteplanreview and thenecessity of providing any moreloading spaceor parking,
asmight otherwiseberequired. The Zoning Administrator isal soauthorizedtoreduceor
eliminaterequiredyardsor parkingtoaccommodate such projects. Signageindicatingthe
presenceof residential usesisrequiredandapplicationsfor permissiontouseabuildingas
providedintheordinancemust becons dered at apublic hearing unlesstheapplicant submits
writtenapproval of the proposa fromownersof al propertiesabutting, acrossthestreet or aley
from, or having a common corner with the subject property.

F. Role of Individuals and Organizations -
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Who'’s Who in Historic Preservation

Federal:

National Park Service (NPS) isadivisionof the Department of the Interior, by whichthe
standardsfor preservation areissued. NPSadministersgrantsawarded tothe state of ficesof
historic preservationfor implementation of theNationa Historic Preservation Act, asamended.
ThePark Serviceadministersthefederal tax credit program, and theNational Register of
Historic Places, and providestechnical assistanceto statesand interested parties. Contact:
National Park Service, Western Region, Divisionof Nationa Register Programs, 600 Harrison
Street, suite600, San Francisco, CA 94107-1372; (415) 427-1300. http://www.cr.nps.gov/

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) isanindependent federal agency
that providesaforumforinfluencingfederd policy, programs, and activitiesasthey affect historic
andarchaeol ogical resourcesincommunitiesandonpubliclandsnationwide. TheCouncil’s
membersareappoi nted by the President, represent variousFederal Agencies, or aretheheads
of the National Trust for Historic PreservationandtheNational Council StateHistoric
Preservation Officers. Contact: Advisory Council onHistoricPreservation, Western Officeof
Project Review, 730 Simms Street, Room 490, Golden, CO80401; (303) 231-5320.
http://www.achp.gov/

State:

State Office of Historic Preservation (SOHP) is the State agency responsible for
regulationof historicpreservationinCalifornia. The SOHP coordinatesand compileslistsof
historicresourceswithinthestate. Additionally, itadministerstheNational Historic Preservation
Act(NHPA)inCalifornia. It providestechnical assi stanceand guidelinesfor many preservation
programs, consultswithlocal governments, andreviewsfederal tax credit applications. Contact:
State Officeof Historic Preservation, Department of Parksand Recreation, P.O. Box 942896,
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001; (916) 653-6624. http://ohp.cal-parks.ca.gov

State Historical Resources Commission (SHRC) reviews andforwards applicationsfor
listing of propertiesintheNational Register of Historic Places, theCaliforniaRegister of
Historical Resources, andfor designationas StateHistorica Landmarksand State Pointsof
Historical Interest. It consistsof seven publicand professional membersappointed by the
Governor. Contact: through the SOHP. http://ohp.cal-parks.ca.gov/commission.htm

Information Centers are under contract withSOHPto integrate newly recorded sites and
informationonknownsitesintothe CaliforniaArchaeol ogical Inventory; tosupply information
onknownsitesand surveysto governments, institutions, andindividual s, and tomaintainand
disseminateinformation concerning historic properties, and supply alist of consultants. Contact:
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SouthCentral Coastal Information Center, Instituteof Archaeology, A163 Fowler Bldg.,
UCLA, LosAngeles, CA 90095 (310) 826-1980. http://ohp.cal -parks.ca-gov/chris’hrmanual_
ICMAP.htm

California Main Street Programisanoutgrowthof theNational Trust Main Street Program.
The CdiforniaProgramisactiveincommunitiesthroughout thestate. Inaneffort toreversethe
declineof downtown coreareas, it offerssmall townsand urban areasprogramstoimprove
economicviability throughacoordinated approach of economic devel opment, rehabilitation,
techni cal ass stance, and marketing. Contact: Department of Commerce, 801K St., Suite 1700,
Sacramento CA 95814, (916) 322-1502.

State Historical Building Safety Board iscomposed of representatives of the building
design professionsand stateandlocal officials, andislocated withinthe Officeof the State
Architect. Itisauthorized to adviseand consult withlocal building officialsand buildingowners
regarding use of thedternaiveCdiforniaHistorica Building Code(CHBC) whenreviewingthe
rehabilitationof historic properties. TheBoard a so hearsappea sfromofficialsand owners
regarding application of the CHBC. Contact: StateHistorical Building Safety Board, Officeof
the State Architect, 400 P Street, Fifth Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814, (916) 445-7627.

City Agencies:
Cultural Affairs Department isthe“ showcase” for thecity’ scultural resources. Under the

Performing Artsand Community ArtsDivisions, thedepartment producesannud festivals,
operatesel evencommunity art centers, and managesfivetheatrecomplexes. Under the
Architectural Design/Historic Preservation Program, it approvesthedesign of new buildingson
or over City property and adaptive use and rehabilitation of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

Cultural Heritage Commissionisadivisionof the Cultural AffairsDepartmentthat performs

functionsrelatingto historic preservation of structuresand siteswhichembody theheritage,
history, andcultureof the City. It plays anadvisoryrol e by making recommendationsfor
Monument status to the City Council.

Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ) Boards are established in each HPOZ.

Their dutiesareto eval uate proposed changesto HPOZ boundariesor historic surveyswithin
thoseboundariesand advisethe Cit Planning Commissiononapplicationsfor Certificatesof
Appropriateness. Boardsarecurrently establishedfor AngelinoHel ghts, South Carthay, Melrose
Hill,MiracleMileNorth, Whitley Heights, Spaul ding Square, Highland Park, Carthay Circle,
and Van Buren Place.

Planning Department isresponsi blefor planning, administering, and zoning provisionsincluding
theupdating of LosAngeles Generd Plananditsmany Community Plans. Indoing o, historic
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resourcesareoften surveyed and catal ogued. Planning staff isal soassignedto providesupport
to the HPOZ Boards.

Bureauof Engineering Section106, CEQA review, and project-rel ated surveysof areasfrom
the State publicworksprojectsarehandled throughthisoffice. Many of thesesurveysidentify
historic resources.

Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA)is empowered to initiate development or
revitaization projectsinredevel opment areas. Historic Resource Surveysareconducted for each
CRA redevel opment area, asrequired by Statelaw, but they areoftenin need of updates. Some
Redevelopment plans provide guidelinesandincentivesfor historicrehabilitationincluding
TFARSs, rehabilitation loans, and grants.

Community Development Department (LACDD) administers low-interest
rehabilitationloans,incertai nareas, for owner-occupiedor rental property throughthe
NeighborhoodPreservation Program. They also administer other rel ated programsfor
upgrading properties.

Departmentof Buildingand Safetyisinvolvedwithhistoric propertiesthroughthe permit
process. They have aflagging system whichidentifieshistoricresources, including Historic-
Cultura Monuments, when building permitsaretobeissued. All permitswhichimpact historic
propertiesarethen channel ed through Building and Safety’ sPreservation Officer. Thisagency
also administers the application of the California Historical Building Code.

Department of Recreation and Parks administers several historic sites.

Affinity Groups:

National Trust for Historic Preservation or the National Trust, is aprivate, nonprofit
membership organi zation charteredin 1949 by Congressto preservehistorically significant
propertiesandto encouragepublicparticipationinthepreservation of buildings, sites, objects,
and maritimeproperty importantin American history and culture. Servicesincludeprovision of
advisory andtechnical assistance, collecting and exchanginginformation onsuccessful
preservation projects, providing guidanceto new preservation programs, and carrying out
special projectstofurther preservation. Contact: National Trust for Historic Preservation,
WesternRegional Office, OneSutter Street, Suite 707, San Francisco, CA 94104, (415) 956-
0610 or (800) 944-6847. http://www.nthp.org/

Preservation Actionisanational citizens' |obbyingorganization designedto promotehistoric
preservationand neighborhood conservation. Theorgani zationworkstoincreaseopportunities
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for historic preservationincommunitiesby advocatingimproved governmental programs,
increased funding, and creeting greater awarenessof thebuilt environment. Contact: Preservation
Action, Inc., 1350 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036; (202) 659-0915.
http://www.preservationaction.org

National Association for African American Heritage Preservation or NAAAHP

isanational nonprofit servi ceorganizationthat focusesontheidentification, protection, and
promotion of thecontributionsof African Americanstothehistory and heritageof theAmericas.
It sponsorsnational conferences, symposi a, and specia eventsonblack history and heritage, and
supportsregional andloca preservationinitiativesinblack communities. Contact: NAAAHP,
320Dr.MartinLuther KingJr. St., Indianapolis, IN 46202; (317) 685-2750 or (888) 358-
8388. http://www.naaahp.org

California Preservation Foundation or CPF, is a statewide, nonprofit, tax-exempt
educational organization. CPFisanadvocacy organization dedicatedtofostering historic
preservationand savinghistoricresourcesinCdifornia They provideinformationongrants,
preservationlaw, and referencesto certain preservation projects. They sponsor astate-wide
educational conferenceonhistoric preservationissuesannually, sponsor other educational
programsthroughout the state, and accept conservationeasements. Contact: California
Preservation Foundation, 405 Fourteenth St., Suite 1010, Oakland, CA 94612; (510) 763-
0972. http://www.californiapreservation.org

Los Angeles Conservancy isanonprofit organizationwithseveral thousand membersworking
together to preserve, revitali ze, and enjoy L osAngelesCounty’ shistoricresources. Itsefforts
includeeducation and awarenesscampai gns, accepting and oversee ng conservati on easements,
advocating preservationandrevitalization of landmarks, and providing assi stancefor the
preservation of neighborhoodsand special places. Contact: 523 W. Sixth Street, Suite1216,
Los Angeles, CA 90014, (213) 623-2489.

Society of Architectural Historians, Southern California Chapter is a nonprofit
organizationwhich promotesarchitectura history and awarenessthrough educationd effortssuch
astours, lectures, and special eventswhich provideaforumfor architectsand authors. The
parent organi zation, basedin Chicago, isanational andinternational forumonthehistory of
architectureandrelated arts. Chapter Contact: P.O. Box 92224, Pasadena, CA 91109; (800)
972-4722. http://www.ccsf.caltech.edu/~mac/sah/index/htm.

Neighborhood Groups (Partial List) Art Deco Society, Angelino Heights Community
Organization, Carroll Avenue Restoration Foundation, Chamber MusicinHigtoric Sites, Chinese
Historical Societyof SouthernCalifornia, Country Club Park Neighborhood Association,
Cultural HeritageFoundation of Southern Cdifornia, Heritage Square M useum, Highland Park
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Heritage Trust, Historica Society of CentindaValley, Historica Society of Southern Cdifornia,
HollywoodHeritage, JewishHistorical Society of SouthernCdifornia, L afayette Square
HomeownersAssociation, Lincoln HeightsPreservation Association, LosAngelesCity
Historical Society, LosAngelesHistoric TheatreFoundation, L osFelizImprovement
Association, MiracleMileResidentsAssociation, North University Park Neighborhood
Association, and West Adams Heritage Association.

G. Recent Achievements

Inrecent years, threemajor historicthestresinthecity threatened with abandonment and demolition
havebeenrehabilitated for highly compatibleadaptivere-use. TheWat Disney Company acquiredand
restored the El Capitan Theatre, whichisused for moviepremieresand current featureswith specially
produced stage shows. TheEgyptian Theatre, which suffered yearsof dterationsand wasthennearly
destroyedinthe 1994 Northridge Earthquake, reopenedin 1998 as the home of American
Cinematheque, anonprofit filmtheatre. InadditiontotheseHollywood Boulevardthestres, theWarner
Grand Theatre in downtown San Pedro was purchased and restored by the Community
Redevelopment Agency as a theatre and community center.

AngelsFlight, oneof themost uniquehistoricresourcesinLosAngeles, re-openedin1995. The
funicular railway wasre-assembled oneblock fromwhereit | ast stoodin 1969 whenit wasdismantled
and put into storage by the Community Redevel opment Agency.

The challengeof re-using historic department storeswasrecently addressedinavariety of ways. The
adaptationof Bullock’ sWilshireasalaw library for the Southwestern University School of Law

returned oneof themost bel oved and most architecturally significant buildingsinLosAngelestouse,

thoughthe buildingisnolonger opentothepublic. TheMay Company Wilshirestorecontinuesto

anchor theMiracleMileat thecorner of Wil shireand Fairfax, now operating asexpans on spacefor
itsnewowner,the L osAngelesCounty Museum of Art. Thefacilitywill asoprovideadditional
exhibitionspacefor thecollection of the Southwest Museum. Theoriginal flagship Broadway
department storeindowntown L osAngel eshasbeen rehabilitated and opened asthe Junipero Serra
StateOfficeBuilding. Thisprojectisaresult of anew Federal government policy toencouragethe

reuse of buildings within the historic core of American cities for official state and federal building:

Bondfundshaveallowed renovation of many of thecity’ sbranchlibrarieslistedintheNationa Register
of Historical Places, andfor seismicretrofit and accessibility projectsat El PueblodeL osAngeles
Historica Monument. Little TokyowasdeclaredaNationa HistoricLandmark districtin 1995, and
theLosAngelesMemoria Coliseumand Watts Towers, two other National Historic Landmarks, were
renovatedaccordingtothe Secretary of thelnterior’ sStandardsfoll owing theNorthridge Earthquake.
City Hall is undergoing extensive renovation.
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Breed Street Shul, the Ralph Bunche House, and UnionCenter for theArtshavebeenor arebeing

rehabilitated andwill continuetote | thestoriesof Jewish, African-American, and Japanese-American
Los Angeles.
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