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tǊƻƧŜŎǘ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ 
 
This Historic Resources Survey Report (Survey Report) has been completed on behalf of the City 
ƻŦ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƛǘȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ Iƛstoric Resources (OHR) for the 
SurveyLA historic resources survey of the Chatsworth-Porter Ranch Community Plan Area (CPA). 
This project was undertaken from June 2014 to June 2015 by Architectural Resources Group 
(ARG).   
 
This Survey Report provides a summary of the work completed, including a description of the 
Survey Area; an overview of the field methodology; a summary of relevant contexts, themes, 
and property types; and complete lists of all recorded resources. This Survey Report is intended 
to be used in conjunction with the SurveyLA Field Results Master Report (Master Report), 
which provides a detailed discussion of SurveyLA methodology and explains the terms used in 
this report and associated appendices. The Master Report, Survey Report, and appendices are 
available online at www.surveyla.org. 
 
 

SurveyLA Methodology Summary 
 

Below is a brief summary of SurveyLA methodology. Refer to the Master Report discussed 
above for more information.     
 
Field Survey Methods  

 

¶ Properties surveyed for SurveyLA are evaluated for eligibility for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, California Register of Historical Resources and for local 
designation as Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCM) or Historic Preservation 
Overlay Zones (HPOZ), commonly known as historic districts. 

¶ Field surveyors cover the entire area within the boundaries of a CPA. However, only 
resources that have been identified as significant within the contexts developed for 
SurveyLA are recorded.  

¶ Consultants making resource evaluations meet the {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΩǎ 
Professional Qualifications Standards in Architectural History, History, or a related field.  

¶ Surveys focus on identifying significant resources dating from about 1850 to 1980. 

¶ All surveys are completed from the public right-of-way (from vehicles or on foot as 
needed). 

¶ Digital photographs are taken of all evaluated resources. 

¶ Field surveys do not include:  
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Á Individual resources and historic districts (including HPOZs) that are already 
designated (listed in the National, California or local registers).  

Á Community Redevelopment Agency of Los Angeles (CRA/LA) surveys conducted 
within the last five years. 

Á Potential HPOZ areas which have been surveyed within the last five years and 
are in the process of being designated.  

 

SurveyLA Resource Types 
 
SurveyLA identifies individual resources, non-parcel resources, historic districts and district 
contributors and non-contributors. Each of these is described below. Appendices A, B, and C of 
this Survey Report are organized by resource type.  
 

¶ Individual Resources are generally resources located within a single assessor parcel, 
such as a residence or duplex. However, a parcel may include more than one individual 
resource, if each appears to be significant.    

¶ Non-Parcel Resources are not associated with Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) and 
generally do not have addresses. Examples may include street trees, street lights, 
landscaped medians, bridges, and signs.  

¶ Historic Districts are areas that are related geographically and by theme. Historic 
districts may include single or multiple parcels depending on the resource. Examples of 
resources that may be recorded as historic districts include residential neighborhoods, 
garden apartments, commercial areas, large estates, school and hospital campuses, and 
industrial complexes.  

¶ District Contributors and Non-Contributors are buildings, structures, objects, sites and 
other features located within historic districts (such as residences, schools, and parks). 
Generally, non-contributing resources are those that are extensively altered, are built 
outside the period of significance, or do not relate to historic contexts and themes 
defined for the district.     

¶ Planning Districts are areas that are related geographically and by theme, but do not 
meet eligibility standards for designation. This is generally because the majority of the 
contributing features have been altered, resulting in a cumulative impact on the overall 
integrity of the area and making it ineligible as a Historic District. The Planning District 
determination, therefore, is used as a tool to inform new Community Plans being 
developed by the Department of City Planning. These areas have consistent planning 
concepts, such as height, massing, setbacks, and street trees, which may be considered 
in the local planning process.     
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Project Team 
 
The Chatsworth-Porter Ranch CPA survey team included the following personnel from ARG: 
Katie E. Horak, Principal, Architectural Historian and Preservation Planner; and Andrew 
Goodrich, Architectural Historian and Preservation Planner. Additional assistance was provided 
by intern Christina Park. Katie Horak served as project manager. 
 
The project team also included Kevin Roderick, journalist, editor, and author of The San 
CŜǊƴŀƴŘƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ {ǳōǳǊō. Kevin provided valuable expertise and input regarding the 
San Fernando Valley and its significant resources throughout all phases of the project.  
 
 

Survey Area 
 
Description of the Survey Area 
 
The boundaries of the Survey Area correspond with those of the Chatsworth-Porter Ranch CPA, 
which is located approximately 30 miles northwest of Downtown Los Angeles in the 
northwestern corner of the San Fernando Valley. The area is large in size compared to other 
CPAs and irregular in shape. Its boundaries are defined by portions of the Ronald Reagan 
Freeway/State Route 118 (118 Freeway) and the Santa Susana Mountains on the north, Roscoe 
Boulevard on the south, portions of Tampa Avenue and the Aliso Canyon Wash on the east, and 
the Santa Susana Mountains and Simi Hills on the west. The Survey Area abuts the CPAs of 
Northridge and Granada Hills-Knollwood on the east, and Canoga Park-Winnetka-Woodland 
Hills-West Hills and Reseda-West Van Nuys on the south. Its north and west boundaries are 
coterminous with the Los Angeles city limits and abut unincorporated areas within Los Angeles 
and Ventura Counties. 
 
Located within the Survey Area are two distinct communities of Los Angeles: 
 

¶ Chatsworth, which accounts for a majority of the land area within the CPA boundaries, 
comprises the south and west sections of the Survey Area. First settled by homesteaders 
in the mid-nineteenth century and formally founded in 1888, Chatsworth is among the 
oldest communities in the San Fernando Valley. Chatsworth is irregular in shape and is 
generally bounded by the 118 Freeway on the north, Roscoe Boulevard on the south, 
Tampa Avenue on the east, and the Los Angeles city limits on the west.  

¶ Porter Ranch comprises the north and east sections of the Survey Area. In contrast to 
Chatsworth, Porter Ranch remained entirely undeveloped until the 1960s and is one of 
[ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ-developed communities, consisting largely of contemporary 
residential tracts. Porter Ranch is also irregular in shape and is generally bounded by the 
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118 Freeway on the south, the Aliso Canyon Wash on the east, and the Los Angeles city 
limits on the north and west. 

 

¶ The area between Tampa and Corbin Avenues is commonly referred to as Northridge 
and falls within the jurisdiction of the Northridge West Neighborhood Council. Residents 
and property owners in this area generally identify as being located within Northridge. 
The larger Northridge area is generally located within the Northridge CPA, which is 
directly to the east of the Chatsworth-Porter Ranch CPA.  
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Survey Area Map 
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Within the Survey Area are 24,141 parcels, 19,562 of which were evaluated by the SurveyLA 
team. In accordance with SurveyLA methodology, properties constructed after 1980 and 
resources designated under local, state, and/or federal programs were not surveyed. 
 
The Chatsworth-Porter Ranch CPA is a relatively large area in the far northwest corner of the 
San Fernando Valley. Located at the base of the Santa Susana Mountains and Simi Hills and the 
mouth of the Santa Susana Pass, the area is notable for its irregular and rugged topography. 
The southeast quadrant of the CPA sits on the floor of the San Fernando Valley and thus is 
generally flat; however, the north and west sections of the CPA feature a combination of gentle 
and moderate hills as the area begins its ascent from the valley floor into the adjacent 
mountains. The westernmost section of the CPA, which is largely undeveloped, is located within 
the mountains and is characterized by its rugged and mountainous terrain. 
 
Given its location at the periphery of urbanized Los Angeles and its proximity to a mountain 
range, the CPA contains an abundance of natural features. The Santa Susana Mountains and 
Simi Hills delineate the north and west boundaries of the CPA and stand out as among the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ Dotting the landscape near the base of the 
mountains are massive boulders and sandstone outcroppings including Stoney Point (HCM # 
132), a municipal park and popular rock climbing destination. Creeks and washes descend from 
the mountains and traverse the CPA, although the sections of these waterways that pass 
through developed areas have been encased in concrete. At the southwest corner of the CPA is 
the two-square-mile Chatsworth Nature Preserve, which was originally a reservoir operated by 
the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power but was later converted into an open space 
preserve. Valley oak trees, native to the northwest San Fernando Valley, pepper the landscape 
and have also been incorporated into the yards of many nearby houses. 
 
Several notable human-made features are also located within the CPA. The area is bisected by 
the Southern Pacific Railroad right-of-way, a primary route for freight and passenger trains 
traveling between Los Angeles and Ventura Counties. Three tunnels, which were constructed at 
the turn of the twentieth century, carry trains through the mountains near the Santa Susana 
Pass. A dedicated bus right-of-way (Metro Orange Line) runs north-south along Canoga Avenue 
to its terminus between Devonshire and Lassen Streets, following the course of what used to be 
a branch line of the Southern Pacific Railroad between Burbank and Chatsworth. The 118 
Freeway, which runs east-west through the CPA, includes both at-grade and below-grade 
sections as well as associated ramps, overpasses, and underpasses. 
 
The CPA is relatively diverse in terms of land use and associated property types. Much of the 
area is zoned for residential use and is developed with single-family and multi-family housing. 
Many of the residential parcels in the western section of the CPA are comparatively large and 
are zoned for equestrian use. A mix of light and heavy industrial uses are concentrated in the 
center of the CPA, near the Southern Pacific right-of-way. Commercial development largely 
consists of low-scale shopping plazas and strip malls located along major vehicular corridors; in 
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addition, the Survey Area contains two regional commercial centers including the Northridge 
Fashion Plaza, which flanks the /t!Ωǎ Ŝŀǎǘern border, and the Porter Ranch Town Center, which 
is located near the center of the Porter Ranch community. Public and private institutional uses, 
as well as public facilities and open spaces, are interspersed throughout the CPA. 
 
Streets within the CPA generally correspond to the topographical conditions of the surrounding 
area. The streets bisecting tƘŜ άŦƭŀǘǎέ in south and east Chatsworth tend to be oriented around 
the orthogonal grid on which most of the San Fernando Valley was developed, with boulevards 
and arterial streets that divide the area into a series of uniformly-sized blocks. However, streets 
in Porter Ranch and the west section of Chatsworth deviate from the grid and instead follow an 
irregular pattern that conforms to the natural contours of the land. The few streets that extend 
into the westernmost reaches of the CPA enter into the adjacent mountains and are thus 
characterized by winding routes, steep grades, and switchbacks. 
 
The major east-west arteries within the Survey Area are (from north to south): Sesnon 
Boulevard, Rinaldi Street, Santa Susana Pass Road, Chatsworth Street, Devonshire Street, 
Lassen Street, Plummer Street, Nordhoff Street, Parthenia Street, and Roscoe Boulevard. The 
major north-south arteries within the Survey Area are (from east to west): Tampa Avenue, 
Corbin Avenue, Winnetka Avenue, Mason Avenue, De Soto Avenue, Canoga Avenue, Topanga 
Canyon Boulevard, Fallbrook Avenue, and Valley Circle Boulevard. 
 

 
 

Chronology map of the Porter Ranch community, generally located to the north of the 118 Freeway (ARG, 2015) 
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Chronology map of the Chatsworth community, generally located to the south of the 118 Freeway (ARG, 2015) 

 

Development History 
 
Prior to the arrival of Spanish explorers and missionaries in the eighteenth century, what is now 
the Chatsworth-Porter Ranch CPA was inhabited by the Tongva people. Notably, the 
Chatsworth area was the site of a small Tongva village, likely called Momonga, which is believed 
to have been located near what is known today as Stoney Point.1 Given its adjacency to the 
Santa Susana Mountains, which acted as the convergence point between the Tongva, Tataviam, 
and Chumash people, Momonga was an important trading center among these three 
populations for thousands of years. Tataviam and Chumash traders would travel to the village 
by way of an earthen trail that connected the San Fernando and Simi Valleys by way of the 
rugged mountains. Nearby, at what is now known as the Chatsworth Reservoir/Chatsworth 
Nature Preserve, both the Tongva and the Chumash are believed to have inhabited the area 
and used its abundance of sandstone outcroppings to grind acorns and seeds.2 Further west, in 
the Simi Hills in Ventura County, is the Burro Flats Painted Cave, which contains a rich 
concentration of pictographs attributed to the Chumash people who lived in the vicinity.3 

                                                 
1 ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ /ƘŀǘǎǿƻǊǘƘ wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊΣέ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмпΦ 
2 άCƛǊǎǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ƛǘŜ !ǘǘǊŀŎǘǎΣέ Los Angeles Times, April 21, 1929. 
3 ά!ǘ tƻƭƭǳǘŜŘ {ŀƴǘŀ {ǳǎŀƴŀ [ŀō {ƛǘŜΣ {ŀŎǊŜŘ /ŀǾŜ !ǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ ¢ǊƛōŜΩǎ .ƛŘΣέ Los Angeles Times, October 30, 2012. 


























