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PREFACE 

 
This historic context is a component of [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΩ citywide historic context statement and provides 
guidance to field surveyors in identifying and evaluating potential historic resources relating to Pre-
Consolidation Communities of Los Angeles. Refer to www.HistoricPlacesLA.org for information on 
designated resources associated with this context as well as those identified through SurveyLA and 
other surveys.   
 

CONTRIBUTOR 
 
Daniel Prosser is a historian and preservation architect.  He holds an M.Arch. from Ohio State University 
and a Ph.D. in history from Northwestern University.  Before retiring, Prosser was the Historic Sites 
Architect for the Kansas State Historical Society. 

 

INTRODUCTION  
 

¢ƘŜ άtǊŜ-Consolidation Communities of Los Angelesέ context examines those communities that were at 
one time independent, self-governing cities.  These include (presented here as themes): Wilmington, 
San Pedro, Hollywood, Sawtelle, Eagle Rock, Hyde Park, Venice, Watts, Barnes City, and Tujunga. This 
context traces the history of each of these cities (up to the point of consolidation with the City of Los 
Angeles), identifying important individuals and patterns of settlement and development, and then links 
the events and individuals to extant historic resources (individual resources and historic districts).  
Resources dating from pre-consolidation are significant reminders of the early history of these 
communities and are becoming increasingly rare.  
 
A pre-consolidation community is a distinct type of Los Angeles neighborhood.  As an incorporated city, 

it possessed a degree of identity that most other neighborhoods lacked.  It also had, through the power 

of an independent municipal government, the ability to create institutions and construct facilities that 

reflected this identity.  

 

There are officially ten pre-consolidation communities in Los Angeles.  But, in fact, there are only nine.  

Barnes City was never a community.  It was instead a legal device created to protect a circus from 

attempts to regulate its activities.  It lasted less than a year and has disappeared as a physical entity.  

Barnes City is included in this context, but its discussion is brief. 

 

The remaining nine communities can be considered in four groups.  The first group consists of the 

harbor cities of Wilmington and San Pedro.  They were the oldest and, in 1909, the earliest to 

consolidate.  Consolidation for them was as much a matter of coercion as choice.  Los Angeles wanted 

their ports as much as they wanted the services of the larger metropolis. 

 

The second group is made up of agricultural settlements that developed into suburbs.  It includes 

Hollywood, Hyde Park, and Eagle Rock.  They were the most similar to traditional small towns of the era.  

Each found itself outgrowing its small-town resources as settlers moved in, and had to turn to Los 

http://www.historicplacesla.org/
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Angeles for services.  Hollywood did so as early as 1910.  The more distant Hyde Park and Eagle Rock 

held out until 1923.  

 

The third group consists of two cities which were shaped by adjacent institutions.  One is Sawtelle, 

which began as a service center for the SoldiersΩ IƻƳŜ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ).  It 

remained under the influence of retired veterans, who had a particular view of what kind of city they 

wanted.  The other was Venice, with its beachfront entertainment zone, which gave rise to a unique 

variety of neighborhoods.  Both cities eventually experienced the same need for Los Angeles services as 

did the agricultural settlements.  Sawtelle consolidated in 1918 and Venice seven years later in 1925.  

But both, particularly Venice, maintained remnants of the earlier influence of the adjacent institutions.  

 

The fourth group is made of the two social experiments ς Watts and Tujunga.  Watts began as an 

attempt to form a diverse community of low-income landowners.  Lots were tiny and priced extremely 

low.  There were no restrictions on who could buy or on what could be done on the plots.  More distant 

Tujunga was similar.  Its goal was a communitarian settlement of self-supporting agriculturalists on 

family plots.  Both experiments did not work out as hoped, and the cities that remained eventually 

joined Los Angeles, Watts in 1926 and Tujunga in 1932.  But the experiments gave each a flavor that 

survived consolidation. 

 

In spite of these differences, there are two experiences that all the communities shared.  The first is the 

impact of the transportation innovations of the early twentieth century.  First to come was the electric 

railroad network ς both narrow-gauge streetcar and standard-gauge interurban ς and then the 

automobile.  The population growth that allowed the pre-consolidation communities initially to flourish 

and, then, to exhaust their resources came from these innovations.   

 

The second experience is the demand for services, particularly water, which the independent 

communities could not provide.  The creation of the Los Angeles Aqueduct was perhaps the single most 

important factor in bringing about consolidation.  Both San Pedro and Wilmington saw future access to 

it as an attractive feature.  For the others, beginning with Hollywood in 1910 and ending with Tujunga in 

1932, a connection to the aqueduct was vital for survival. 

 

Architecturally, the pre-consolidation communities resembled other independent suburbs of the time.  

They all had one or more of the basic civic institutions of the early twentieth century ς the City Hall, the 

Carnegie Library, the Public School.  Churches and lodge halls provided social settings, and commercial 

districts with business blocks, often centered on the train station or trolley stop, served local needs.  All 

were in the styles common to the times.  Even seemingly unique buildings, such as the Hollywood Hotel, 

followed the architectural forms typical of the day. 

 

Residential architecture also followed patterns found elsewhere.  The Queen Anne cottage and the 

bungalow provided homes for the modest, while ample Craftsman houses filled the middle and upper-

middle class neighborhoods.  Even in places like Venice, which required denser forms, apartment 

buildings were similar to those found in nearby Los Angeles.   
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There are, however two architectural remnants that stand out as uniqueΦ  hƴŜ ƛǎ !ōōƻǘ YƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ±ŜƴƛŎŜ-

of-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ Fair of 1893 and Coney Island, and the 

pedestrian-oriented development,  including the nearby so-called walk streets, are notable.  The other is 

the stone construction of Tujunga.  It is a truly unique vernacular architecture, using local materials and 

shaped by local craftsmen. 

 

Evaluation Considerations 
 
¢ƘŜ άtǊŜ-/ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎέ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
SurveyLA context and themes as follows: 
 

¶ Properties significant for their architectural quality may also be eligible under themes within the 
ά!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ϧ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎέ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ 

¶ Properties related to the development of the streetcar and interurban may also be eligible 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά{ǘǊŜŜǘŎŀǊ {ǳōǳǊōŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ άwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
Suburbanizatiƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά{ǘǊŜŜǘŎŀǊ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ  

¶ tǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊōƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά[ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ 
IŀǊōƻǊέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ άIndustrial Development" context.  

¶ Properties may also be eligible as excellent examples of a particular property type under various 
themes.  
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THEME:  WILMINGTON, 1862-1909  

 

 
Wilmington City Hall 

(Los Angeles Public Library) 

 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

 

Wilmington always seemed to live in the shadow of something bigger.  First it was the Union Army 

during the Civil War.  Then it was the more successful neighboring port of San Pedro. Hovering over it all 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ .ŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛǊƻƴȅ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘhat it finally appeared to come 

into its own in the early 1900s, when it was absorbed into the infinitely larger Los Angeles.  

 

Wilmington first developed as a military post and shipping point during the Civil War.  From its official 

founding in 1862 through the end of the war in 1865, the town served the newly established Fort Drum.  

! ǿƘŀǊŦ ŀƭƻƴƎ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ collected supplies for the federal post situated about a mile 

inland.  Once the war ended and the fort was decommissioned, the town faced extinction. 

 

Lƴ мусф ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΦ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǌŀƛƭ 

line connected Los Angeles with the Wilmington wharf and gave it a clear competitive advantage over 

nearby San Pedro.  During the next fifteen years the town grew in population, businesses, and social 

institutions.  But in the early 1880s the rail line was extended to San Pedro.  The competitive position of 

the two towns reversed.  Wilmington by the end of the 1880s once again experienced serious decline. 
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Wilmington entered its third life in the early 1900s with the coming of the interurban railroad.  The 

arrival of the Pacific Electric in 1904 provided Wilmington with a quick and affordable connection to Los 

Angeles.  It ended the isolation that the settlement experienced after being eclipsed as a port by San 

Pedro.  Once again population grew, businesses created, and civic institutions founded.  In 1906 

Wilmington elevated itself from a town to an incorporated city. 

 

But this success did not solve the basic proōƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  

This was the shallow nature of its port at the top of the inner harbor.  Development of its docks required 

a scale of dredging that was far beyond the financial means of a city as small as Wilmington.  Only 

association with a larger entity would enable Wilmington to develop fully.  City leaders considered 

joining with nearby San Pedro and, in particular, Long Beach.  But, in the end, joining the much larger 

Los Angeles was the only practical path. 

 

Thus the third life of an independent Wilmington came to an end.  In 1909, Wilmington voted, along 

with San Pedro, to abandon its existence as a separate community and consolidate with Los Angeles.  

But, ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƛǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 

that far surpassed what the town could have achieved on its own.   

 

The Civil War Years, 1861-1866 

 

Wilmington owes its existence to one man and one event.  The man was Phineas Banning and the event 

was the Civil War.  Banning owned both a wharf at the top of the inner harbor and the land surrounding 

it when, in 1861, the Union Army began looking for a site for a new military base.1 

 

¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ¦ƴƛƻƴ !ǊƳȅ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊs for all of California and the 

adjoining Arizona Territory.  The headquarters was to serve two purposes.  One was to make sure that 

California remained loyal to the Union.  The other was to serve as a supply depot for other western 

forts.   

 

Banning and his partner, Benjamin Wilson, deeded sixty acres to the government for the price of one 

dollar.  At first, the headquarters consisted of a collection of tents called Camp Drum, after General 

Richard Coulter Drum, the acting adjutant general for the Department of the Pacific.   By the following 

year, 1862, the post had grown to include more substantial structures of wood frame construction and 

was officially renamed Fort Drum.   

 

                                                            
1 The material on Fort Drum and the early history of Wilmington town comes from Jeffrey Herr, Landmark L.A.: 
Historic-Cultural Monuments of Los Angeles (Los Angeles: Cultural Affairs Department of the City of Los Angeles, 
2002), 261, 264,272, 422, 441, 455;  San Pedro and Wilmington: A Calendar of Events in the Making of Two Cities 
and the Los Angeles Harbor (Los Angeles: Title Guarantee and Trust Company, 1942),  19;  Simie Seaman, Hank & 
Jane Osterhoudt, Susan Ogle, and Michael Sanborn, Images of America: Wilmington (San Francisco: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2008), 7-8, 29-50;  Henry Silka, San Pedro: A Pictorial History (San Pedro: San Pedro Bay Historical 
Society, 1984), 26-27. 



SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement   
Pre-consolidation Communities of Los Angeles, 1862-1932 

Page | 6  
 

The military installation consisted of two building clusters.  The first was a group of storage facilities for 

military supplies along the waterfront next to a wharf that Banning had built in 1858.  A photo from 

1863 shows a pair of structures at what was called the U.S. Depot or the Government Depot.  It also 

contains a rare view of one of the camels that formed an experimental group of pack animals, brought 

from the Middle East during the 1850s to transport goods among the various forts in the southwest.  

 

 
Fort Drum Depot buildings, circa 1863 

(Los Angeles Public Library) 

 

The second cluster was the fort itself, which was located about one mile inland.   By 1863 the fort 

covered sixty acres and had twenty-two structures, most of which were arranged around a parade 

ground.  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ōȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ [ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƻƴ 

the north, Opp Street on the south, Eubank Avenue on the east, and Banning Boulevard on the west.  

Included at the fort were five barracks, each housing one hundred men, officerΩs quarters, and support 

buildings such as stables, a hospital, a laundry, a bake house, and a powder magazine.  

 

Two historic structures and an historic site have survived from the fort.  The first is the Drum Barracks 

and OfficersΩ Quarters (L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 21).  Built in 1862, it served as junior 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-story hipped-roofed duplex consisting of mirror-image two-story 

residences, configured like free-standing rowhouses and sharing a common wall at the stairhalls.  

Extending from the rear of each is a wing of offices opening onto a common courtyard, in the form of a 
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U.  The style is a restrained Italianate, with brackets at the eaves and a balustraded front porch.  It 

appears to be a standard military design of the period and may have been prefabricated.  

 

 
Drum Barracks and OfficersΩ Quarters 

L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 21 

(City of Los Angeles ς Office of Historic Resources) 

 

The second surviving structure is the Drum Powder Magazine (L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 249 

and California Historical Landmark No. 169).  It also dates from 1862.  It is a small, rectangular stone and 

brick masonry structure set near the southern edge of the post, well away from the parade ground.  The 

Powder Magazine features front and rear parapeted walls and, originally, a masonry vault springing 

from the side walls.   

 

The surviving historic site is the Wilmington Cemetery (L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 414).  It 

actually dates from 1857 and served as a burial ground for Banning family members.  But its primary 

historic significance is that it contains remains of thirty-one Civil War veterans.  Some died while doing 

service at Fort Drum, while others were individuals who chose to stay in the area and were buried there 

after the war was over.  (There was actually a separate Drum Barracks post cemetery.  It was abandoned 

in 1887, and those interred there were reinterred in Woodlawn Cemetery in Compton.)    

 

The activity of the Fort and its waterfront storage facilities led to the emergence of Wilmington as a 

ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǇŀǘƘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ .ŀƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǿƘŀǊŦ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦƛcially 

platted as the town of New San Pedro in 1862.  This is taken as the founding date for Wilmington.  In 
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мусо ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ {ŀƴ tŜŘǊƻ ǘƻ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ .ŀƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

Delaware.  By 1864 this new Wilmington had a Post Office and by 1865 a four-room school.   

 

Unfortunately, growth lasted only until the end of the war.  The fort was abandoned in 1866.  The land 

and the buildings reverted to Banning and his partner Wilson, who sold them at auction.  The infant 

town of Wilmington faced the challenge of finding a new reason to exist.   

 

The Wilmington Community in its Early Years, 1869-1900 

 

Wilmington soon recovered from the loss of economic activity that resulted from the closing of Fort 

Drum.  This recovery came with the construction in 1869 of a railroad line connecting Wilmington to Los 

Angeles.  Once more the force behind the move was Phineas Banning. 

 

 
View of Wilmington pier and rail line, circa 1870 

(Los Angeles Public Library) 

 

Banning, again together with Wilson, financed and built the line.  It was the first railroad in Southern 

California, and named the Los Angeles and San Pedro (a good indication of what Banning hoped would 

be its future southern terminus).  It ran for twenty-one miles alongside the route of present-day 

Alameda Boulevard.  A spur extended onto the wharf and allowed cargo to be loaded directly from ships 

to railroad cars.  The railroad provided a more cost-efficient and dependable means of transportation as 

compared to the existing horse-drawn cartage upon which neighboring San Pedro still depended.2 

 

                                                            
2 Seaman, Images of America: Wilmington, 7, 11; Silka, San Pedro, 27; Los Angeles Times, January 1, 1885. 
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Because of the railroad, Wilmington pre-empted San Pedro as the primary port for Los Angeles and the 

surrounding area.  The town grew steadily if not rapidly.  From a population of 359 in 1870, Wilmington 

had by the mid-1880s around 1000.  In addition to its own post office and a schoolhouse, with four 

teachers and perhaps 175 pupils, it had three churches and several general stores.3 

 

The town had two distinct physical sections, separated by First Street (now Harry Bridges Boulevard).  

South of First was the densely built-up section dominated by the wharf, the railroad depot, and the 

associated businesses and warehouses.  Most significant of these were the machine shops of the 

Banning-owned Wilmington Transportation Company.   These shops functioned from the late 1860s 

through the 1880s, and produced parts for freight wagons, stage coaches, railroad cars, and tug boats.4 

 

Some of these functions were in buildings left by the military at the wharf or moved from Fort Drum.  

These structures served as warehouses or contained industrial enterprises like the machine shops of the 

Wilmington Transportation Company.  But also included was the Wilmington Town Hall, popularly 

known as Banning Hall and built by tƘƛƴŜŀǎ ƛƴ мутлΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  

Subsequent port expansion removed all of these structures.5 

  

North of First Street was the more sparsely populated residential section.  Here were located the homes 

and churches of WilmiƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΦ  /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-south 

thoroughfare of Canal Street (now Avalon Boulevard.)  It contained the businesses and social institutions 

serving the town.  The more respectable were north of First Street, and the less respectable, such as the 

saloons, were generally to the south. 

 

As with many small towns of the period, social life revolved around two types of institutions.  One type 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΦ  /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ {ŀƛƴǘǎ tŜter and Paul Roman 

Catholic Church, dates from 1865.  By the mid-1880s the town also contained Presbyterian, Episcopal, 

and German Evangelical congregations.6 

 

Two of these early churches remain.  The first is the Memory Chapel, built in 1870 (L.A. Historic-Cultural 

Monument No. 155).  It was the first home of the Calvary Presbyterian Church and was originally located 

on the corner of CƛŦǘƘ όǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ F Street) and Main (now Marine), one block west of Canal and four blocks 

north of First.  (It has since been moved.)  It is a small wood frame structure with vaguely Italianate 

round-arched detailing, built from lumber said to have been shipped from around Cape Horn.  Its 

steeple roof has been altered, but it still features, on the left and right sides of its front façade, its 

original separate doorways for men and women.7  

 

                                                            
3 U. S. Census for 1870; Los Angeles Times, August 24, 1882, September 13, 1883, January 1, 1885.  
4 Seaman, Images of America: Wilmington, 17. 
5 Seaman, Images of America: Wilmington, 17-18. 
6 Los Angeles Times, January 8, 1886;  Seaman, Images of America: Wilmington, 8. 
7 Original site information from the Wilmington Historical Society;  Herr, Landmark L.A, 264, 265, 433;  Seaman, 
Images of America: Wilmington, 110. 
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Memory Chapel, Calvary Presbyterian Church 

L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 155 

(City of Los Angeles ς Office of Historic Resources) 

 

A second religious structure ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǎ {ŀƛƴǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ό[Φ!Φ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ-

Cultural Monument No. 47).  It was built in 1883 and was originally located on Canal Street between 

¢ƘƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ CƻǳǊǘƘ όǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 5 ŀƴŘ 9 {ǘǊŜŜǘǎύ, two and one half blocks north of First.  (It has since been 

movedΦύ  {ŀƛƴǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƴƛƴƎ familyΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ 9Ǉƛǎcopalian and paid 

the major portion of the construction cost.  It is a small wood frame structure much like the earlier 

Presbyterian Church, but in a simplified Gothic style.  The roof pitch is steeper and the windows feature 

pointed arches.8   

 

                                                            
8 Original site information from the Wilmington Historical Society; Herr, Landmark L.A, 262, 424; Seaman, Images 
of America: Wilmington, 107. 
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{ŀƛƴǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 47 

(City of Los Angeles ς Office of Historic Resources) 

 

The other type of social ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇectable social life centered was the 

lodge hall.  These institutions were significant in a number of ways in small town America during the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth century.  They provided a place for social gatherings, they pushed for 

town improvements, and they built lodge hall structures that often contained needed commercial space 

on their first floors.   

 

For early Wilmington, the most important of these lodges was the Masonic Order.  The Masons first 

established themselves in Wilmington in 1869, the year Banning built his railroad to Los Angeles.  By 

муун ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ άaŀǎƻƴƛŎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŘƎŜ Ƙŀƭƭ on 
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Canal Street north of First.  The result was the Wilmington Masonic Temple Lodge Number 198.  The 

lodge was considered significant enough for the Los Angeles Times to cover the laying of the 

cornerstone in August of 1882.9 

 

It still stands as an L. A. Historic-Cultural Monument, No. 342, at its original location on Canal Street 

(Avalon Boulevard).  The Masonic Temple is a classic lodge hall/business block from the late nineteenth 

century.  It is a two-story building of brick masonry construction, with commercial space on the first 

floor and a meeting room on the second.  The facade features a heavy bracketed cornice and, at the 

second floor, round-arched windows in the Renaissance Revival commercial style typical of the period.   

(Comparison with an historic photo indicates that the cornice has been lowered.)10 

 

 
Masonic Temple 

L. A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 342 

(City of Los Angeles ς Office of Historic Resources) 

 

The good years for Wilmington lasted as long as it had a monopoly on the rail connection to Los Angeles.  

This soon ended.  In 1872 Banning and his partners sold the Los Angeles and San Pedro Railroad to the 

Southern Pacific Railroad, as part of the SPs arrangement by which it would route its transcontinental 

                                                            
9 Water Edwin HolsteiƴΣ ά! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ tŜǊƛƻŘ ǘƻ мфомΣέ a! ¢ƘŜǎƛǎΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Southern California, 1931 (in the collection of the Wilmington Historical Society), 35; Los Angeles Times, August 10, 
1882; Seaman, Images of America: Wilmington, 15. 
10 Herr, Landmark L.A, 270, 449;  Seaman, Images of America: Wilmington, 15 
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line through Los Angeles.  The Southern Pacific then began extending the line from Wilmington to San 

Pedro.  This extension was completed in 1882.11 

 

At first, Wilmington thought that it could continue to prosper.  In November of 1882 the Los Angeles 

Times ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳΥ  ά²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ {ŀƴ tŜŘǊƻΣ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦƛƴŜǊ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  [ƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦέ12  

Less than a year later, in September of 1883, the Times quoted a local businessman who remained 

ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭΥ  ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘΣέ ƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΤ άƴƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ {ŀƴ tŜŘǊƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦέ13 

 

But by the mid-1880s it was clear that Wilmington was declining as San Pedro grew.  During that decade 

the Southern Pacific Railroad moved all its repair facilities to San Pedro, and many of the Banning shops 

followed.  The Bannings carried workers back and forth from Wilmington to their new operations in San 

Pedro by railroad flat car.14   

 

.ȅ муфл ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƘŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ, and the town saw its population decrease from around 1000 

in the mid-1880s to 678.15  The Los Angeles Times noted that the inner-harbor approach to the wharf 

ǿŀǎ άǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛth mud and is blocked by little ƳǳŘ ōŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΦέ16  The result of all this, 

according to the TimesΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƻŦ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ 

County and has ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘΦέ17 

 

Wilmington Comes of Age, 1900-1909 

 

In spite of its decline, Wilmington did not cease to exist.  The railroad continued to serve it, and its port 

remained active, primarily as a point of shipment for agricultural products.   Several large warehouses, 

used to store grain, were located south of First Street, often in the same buildings that had earlier 

housed manufacturing establishments.18 

 

Wilmington was saved once again by the coming of a railroad.  In this case it was the interurban line of 

the Pacific Electric.  As early as the late 1890s the Times predicted a change in fortune for Wilmington.  

The paper thought that improvements to the harbor would combine with the proposed extension of 

                                                            
11 Florence Twyman Baker, San Pedro: The First 100 Years (San Pedro: New Pilot/The Daily Breeze, 1988), in the 
collection of the San Pedro Historical Society, 14; Robert M. Fogelson, Fragmented Metropolis: Los Angeles 1850-
1930 (Berkeley:  University of California Press, 1967, 1993), 56. 
12 Los Angeles Times, November 15, 1882. 
13 Los Angeles Times, September 22, 1883. 
14 Los Angeles Times, October 21, 1892, February 9, 1906. 
15 Los Angeles Times, February 4, 1887; U. S. Census for 1890. 
16 Los Angeles Times, February 9, 1906. 
17 Los Angeles Times, January 1, 1887. 
18Los Angeles Times, January 1, 1898; 1888 and 1891 Sanborn Maps. 
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interurban electric passenger service to revive economic activity.  BŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ άthis 

ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ōǳǊƎΣ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻō ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ19 

 

The proposed interurban service arrived in 1904, when the Pacific Electric, or PE, extended a branch of 

its Dominguez line through Wilmington and on to San Pedro.  The line cut diagonally through 

Wilmington from the northeast to the southwest, and the town obtained a stop on this line on Canal 

{ǘǊŜŜǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƛǊŘ όǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ / ŀƴŘ 5 {ǘǊŜŜǘǎύΦ 20   In announcing the start of service, the 

Times ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ  

Unless all signs are fallacious, it ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΣ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜƭƛŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦέ21  

 

By early 1905, the Times listed the progress made.  ά!ƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ƭƛƴŜ ώǘƘŜ t9 ƛƴǘŜǊǳǊōŀƴϐ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

opened, a bank building is going up, and a lumber yard has commenced operations.  Graded streets and 

ǎƘŀŘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ǘƛƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭƭȅΦέ22  During the 

next few years, from the coming of the interurban in 1904 to consolidation with Los Angeles in 1909, 

Wilmington grew at a steady rate, even if it did not fulfill the optimistic predictions of the Times.  From a 

population of 678 in 1890, Wilmington reached 885 by 1908.23 

 

The revival of activity led Wilmington to consider incorporating as a city.  This was motivated in great 

part to prevent San Pedro or Long Beach from annexing it.  The result was a complicated legal battle 

ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ 

1862.  Wilmington finally won the legal battle and achieved city status in 1907.  Its boundaries 

encompassed what had been Wilmington Township, stretching to the east and north as far as the 

current Los Angeles city limits, and to the west to what would become the so-called Shoestring 

annexation of Los Angeles.24  The result was that the new city, according to the TimesΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ άƭŀǊƎŜ 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǳƴƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦέ 25 

 

The new Wilmington tried to diversity its economic base by attracting new businesses.  Perhaps the 

most important were lumber yards.  The largest of these was the Consolidated Lumber Company.  It was 

located to the east of the settled part of town and had its own waterfront dock facility and railroad spur.  

Its economic well-being varied from year to year.  In 1906 it was successful enough to raise the tallest 

flagpole in Southern California, at 151 feet.  Yet, by the next year, 1907, it had closed temporarily for 

lack of demand.26  

 

                                                            
19 Los Angeles Times, October 22, 1899. 
20 Lines of the Pacific Electric: Southern & Western Districts; Interurban Special 60 (Glendale: Mac Sebree, 1975), 
монΤ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ aŀǇ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ мфлфΣέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΤ 1913 and 1921 
Sanborn Maps. 
21 Los Angeles Times, December 4, 1904. 
22 Los Angeles Times, March 5, 1905. 
23 U. S. Census for 1890; Los Angeles Times, May 9, 1908. 
24 IƻƭǎǘŜƛƴΣ ά! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΣέ нм-22;   Los Angeles Times, August 25, 1907. 
25 Los Angeles Times, August 13, 1908. 
26 Los Angeles Times, June 26, 1906, December 8, 1907. 
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Streets are identified with 1909 names.  Current names, if different, are in parentheses 

Datŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ aŀǇ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ мфлфέ 

Courtesy of the Wilmington Historical Society 

 

Other efforts were more exotic.  One ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфлр ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ 

Anti-wǳōōŜǊ ¢ƛǊŜ CŀŎǘƻǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎturing of leather tires for automobiles and 

bicycles.  Along with the lumber yard, it was located in the eastern part of town.  Apparently lack of a 

demand for leather tires led the company to switch to shoe manufacturing by 1907.  It reportedly 

turned out 25 pairs a day, and had hopes of increasing this to 100 with new machinery.27   

                                                            
27 Los Angeles Times, June 3, 1905, June 26, 1905, May 5, 1907, October 29, 1907. 


