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SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement
Preconsolidation Communities of Los Angeles, 18632

PREFACE

This historic context is a component[of2 & ! \igvde Bistafic context statement and provides
guidanceo field surveyors in identifying and evaluating potential historic resources relatiRgeto
Consolidation Communities of Los AngeRsfer towww.HistoricPlacesLA.ofgr information on
designatedesourcesassociated with this contexs well as those identified through Surveydril
other surveys

CONTRIBUTOR

Daniel Prosser is a historian and preservation architect. He holds an M.Arch. from Ohio State University
and a Ph.D. in history from Northwestern University. Before retifngssemwas the Historic Sites
Architect for the Kansas State Historical Sgciet

INTRODUCTION

¢ KS -@ongdilBation Communitiesf Los Angeléscontextexamines thosecommunitiesthat were at
one time independent, seljoverning cities.These includ€presented here as themes)Viimington,
San Pedro, Hollywood, Sawtelle, Edgtek, Hyde Park, Venice, Watts, Barnes City, and Tujliniga.
context traces the history of each of these cit{@p to the point of consolidation with the City of Los
Angeles)identifying importanindividuals and patterns of settlement anigvelopmentand then links
the events and individuals to extartistoricresourcegindividual resources and historic districts)
Resources dating fropre-consolidation are significant remindeof the early historyof these
communities and are becoming increasingire.

A pre-consolidation community is distinct typeof Los Angeles neighborhoodsan incorporated city
it possessed a degree igfentity that most other neighbdroods lacked. It also hathrough the power
of an independent municipal governmerhe ability to create institutions and construct fitbes that
reflected thisidentity.

Thereare officiallyten pre-consolidation communities Los AngelesBut, n fact, there are only nine.
Barnes City was never a community. It was insteagjal ldevicesreatedto protect a circus from
attempts to regulate its activitieslt lasted less than a year and has disappeared as a physical entity.
Barnes City is included this context but its discussion is brief.

The remaining nineommunitiescan be considered in four groups. The fgstupconsists of the
harbor cities of Wilmington and San Pedro.eYwere the oldest andn 1909the earliestto
consoldate. Consolidation for them was as much a matter of coercion as choice. Los Angeied
their ports as much as they wanted the services of the larger metropolis.

The second group is made up of agricultural settlements that developed into suburbs. It includes

Hollywood, Hyde Parlkand Eagle Rock. They were the most similar to traakti small towns of the era.
Each found itself outgrowing its sm&dwn resources as settlers moved in, and had to turn to Los
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Angeles for services. Hollywood did so as early as 1910. The more distant Hyde Park and Eagle Rock
held out until 1923.

Thethird group consists of two cities which were shaped by adjacent institutions. One is Sawtelle,

which began as a service center forthe Soldersl 2 YS o6y 2g GKS SGSNMya ! RYAY
remained under the influence of retired veteramgho hada particular view of what kind of city they

wanted. Theother was Venice, with itseachfront entertainment zone, which gave rise to a unique

variety of neighborhoods. Both cities eventually experienced the same need for Los Angeles services as

did theagricultural settlements. Sawtelle consolidated in 1918 and Venice seven years later in 1925.

But both, particularly Venice, maintained remnants of the earlier influence of the adjacent institutions.

The fourth group is made of the two social experinsapWattsand Tujunga. Watts began as an

attempt to form a diverse community of leimcome landowners. Lots were tiny and priced extremely
low. There were no restrictions on who could buy or on what could be done on the plots. More distant
Tujunga wasimilar. Its goal was a communitarian settlerhehselfsupporting agriculturalisten

family plots. Both experiments did not work out as hoped, and the cities that remained eventually
joined Los Angeles, Watts in 1926 and Tujunga in 1932. But tleei@ents gave each a flavor that
survived consolidation.

In spite of these differencethere are two experiences thail the communitieshared The firststhe
impact of thetransportationinnovationsof the eary twentieth century. First to come 8#he electric
railroadnetwork ¢ both narrow-gauge streetcaand standaregauge interurbarg andthen the
automobile. The population growth that allowed the prensolidation communities initiall{o flourish
and, then, to exhaust their resources camenrthese innovations.

The seconaxperiencds thedemand for services, particularly water, which the independent

communities could not provide. The creation of the Los Angeles Aqueduct was perhaps the single most
important factor inbringing about consolidatianBoth &n Pedro and Wilmington saw futueecesgo

it as an attractive feature. For the others, beginning with Hollywood in 1910 and ending wittg@ugju

1932, a connectioto the aqueductvas vital forsurvival.

Architecturally, the preconsolidation communitiesesembled otheindependentsuburbs of he time
They all hadbne or more of the basic civic institutions of the early twentieth centutlye City Hall, tke
Carnegie Library, theublic School. Churches andde halls provided social settings, and commercial
districts with business blocks, often centered on the train statioirolley stop served local needs. All
were in the styles common to the times. Even seemingly uriimgiidings such as the Hollywoddotel,
followed the architectural forratypical of the day.

Residential architecture also followed patterns found elsewhere. The Queen Anne cottage and the
bungalow provided homes for the modest, while ample Craftsman houses filled the middle and upper
middle class neighborhoods. Even in places like Venice, vdtoired denser forms, apartment
buildings were similar to those found in nearby Los Angeles.
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There are, however two architagal renrnants that stand out asniqued hyS A& 10620 YAYY
of-!l YSNR Ol o LG Aa I O2Ydanof1898 éng Coney Islank, andth& A OF 32 2 2 N,
pedestrianoriented development,including the nearby soalled walk streets, are notable. The other is

the stone construction of Tujunga. It is a truly unique vernacular architecture, using local materials and

shgped by local craftsmen.

Evaluation Considerations

¢CKS 02 WE2Ff ARFGA2Y /2YYdzyAGASa 2F [2a ! yaStSae Oyl
SurveyLA context and themes as follows:

91 Properties significant for their architectural quality may also beldéginder themes within the
6! NOKAGSOGdzNI £ 3 9y3IAYSSNAy3IE O2yiGSEd®

1 Properties related to the development of the streetcar and interurban may also be eligible
dzy RSNJ G KS GKSYS 4{ GNBSGOINI {dzodzNDBFYyAT I GA2YyE &A
Suburbanizagy O2y G SEG¢ |yR dzyRSNJ 4KS GKSYS 4{ iNBSGOI
G/ 2YYSNODALE 5S8S@3St2LIySyi¢ O2yiSEGO®

T t NELISNIASa NBfFGSR (2 KIFENDP2NJ RS@St2LIVSyd Yre |
I F Nb 2 NE d@nklustkah DevelogmSritcontext.

1 Properties may also be eligible as excellent examples of a particular property type under various
themes.
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THEME: WILMINGTON, 186209

Wilmington City Hall
(Los Angeles Public Library)

HISTORICONTEXT

Wilmington always seemed to live in the shadow of something bigger. First it was the Union Army

during the Civil War. Then it was thore successful neighboring port of San Pedro. Hoveringibatr

gl a GKS R2YAYlLyd . FyyAy3a Tl YAlhatitdinaly EfpearediBoyné 2 F 2 A f°
into its own in the early 1900s, when it was absorbed into the infinitely larger Lgslds

Wilmington first developed as a military post and shipping point during the Civil War. From its official
founding in 1862 through the end ofehwar in 1865, the towserved the newly established Fort Drum.

I gKINF Ff2y3 2 A ftofidctgdSippligstai thedddérsd podt ditRayed about a mile
inland. Once the war ended and the fort wasdmmissioned, the town faced extinction

LY mMycdg 2AfYAy3Ildz2y 3IAFLAYSR | aS02yR fAFS 6A0GK GKS
line connected Los Angeles with the Witigton wharf and gave & clear competitive advantage over

nearby San Pedro. During the next fifteen years the town grew in population, businasdescial

institutions. But in the early 1880s the rail linesmextended to Sandéro. The competitive position of

the two townsreversed. Wilmington bthe end of the 1880snce again experienceskrious decline.
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Wilmington entered its third life in the early 1900s with the coming of the interuntaélnroad The

arrival of the Pacifi€lectric in 1904 providedilmington with a quick and affordable connection to Los
Angeles. It eded the isolation that the settlement experienced after being eclipsed as a port by San
Pedro. Once agairopulation grew, businessaeseated, anctivic institutions founded. In 1906
Wilmingtonelevated itself from a town to an incorporatexdty.

But this success did not solve the basicpfoS Y GKIF G KIR Ifgleéa ftAYAGSR 2Af
This was theshallow nature of its porat the top of the inner harbor. Development of its docks required

a scale of dredging that was far beyond the financial means of a city as small as Wilmington. Only
association with a larger entity would enable Wilmington to develop fully. City leadesidered

joining with nearby San Pedro and, in particular, LosgcB. But, in the end, joinirtge much larger

Los Angeles was the only practical path.

Thusthe third life ofan independent Wilmingtoame to an end. In 1909, Wilmington voted, along

with San Pedro, to abandon its existence as a separate community and consolidate with Los Angeles.

Butg KAt S GKAa | O YlIe& KIFI®S SYyRSR 2AfYAy3G2yQa AYyRSI
that far surpassed what the town could have achieved smown.

The Civil War Yeay48611866

Wilmington owes its existende one man and one event. The man was Phineas Bannththarevent

was the Civil WarBanning owned both a wharf at the top of the inner harbor and the land surrogndi

it when, in1861, the Union Any began looking for a site for a new military base.

¢KS A2FSNYYSydQa LJzZNILIZ&S ¢ a diferal®Califomibanthek | | yA2Y
adjoiningArizona Territory. The headquarters was to serve two purposes. One weksure that

California remained loyal to the Union. The other was to serve as a supply depot for other western

forts.

Banning and his partner, Benjamin Wilson, deeded sixty acres to the government for the price of one
dollar. At first, the headquéers consisted of a collection of tents called Camp Drum, after General
Richard Coulter Drum, the acting adjutant general for the Department of the Pacific. By the following
year, 1862, the post had grown to include more substantial structures of waaakf construction and

was officially renamed Fort Drum.

1 The material on Fort Drum and the early history of Wilmimgimwvn comes from Jeffrey Hetrandmark L.A.:
HistoricCultural Monuments of Los Angelé®s Angeles: Cultural Affairs Departmehthe City of Los Angeles,

2002), 261, 262,72,422, 441 455 SanPedroand Wilmington: A Calendar of Events in the Making of Two Cities
and the Los Angeles Harljtios Angeles: Title Guarantee and Trust Company, 1942), 19; Simie Seaman, Hank &
JaneOsterhoudt, Susan Ogle, and Michael Sanpbrrages of America: WilmingtgSan Francisco: Arcadia
Publishing, 2008¥-8, 2950; Henry Silké&gan Pedro: A Pictorial Histg&an Pedro: San Pedro Bay Historical

Society, 1984P6-27.
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The military installation consisted of twailding clusters The first was a group of storage facilities for
military supplies along the waterfront next to a wharf that Banning had built in 1858hoto from

1863 shows a pair of stctures at what wasalled the U.S. Depot or the Government Deplbtalso
containsa rare view of one of the camels that formed an experimental group of pack anionaigyht
from the Middle Eastluring the1850s totransport goods amonthe various forts irthe southwest.

i

Fort Drum Depotildings circa 1863
(Los Angeles Public Library)

The secondalusterwas the fort itself, which was located about one mile inland. By 1863 the for

covered sixty acres arfthd twentytwo structures, most of which were enged around a parade

ground.¢ KS LJ N} RS 3INRdzyR YR A& adzZNNRBdzyRAY3I 0dzAf RAY =
the north, Opp Street on the south, Eubank Avenue on the east, and Banning Bouevhelwest.

Included at the fort were five barracks, eachusong one hundred men, offic@guarters, and support

buildings such as stables, a hospital, a laundry, a bake house, and a powder magazine.

Two historicstructuresand an historic site have survivédm the fort. The first is the Drum Beacks

and Officer§Quarters (L.A. HistorCultural Monument M. 21). Built in 1862, it served as junior
2FTTAOSNEQ | dzstonhippedirodbfed duplex dorsistihgfadirg2image twoestory

residences, configured like frestanding rowhouses and sharing a common wall at the stairhalls.
Extending from the rear of each is a wing of offices opening onto a common courtyard, in the form of a
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U. The style is a restraindét@dlianate, with brackets at the eaves and a balustraded front porch. It
appears to be a standard military design of the period and may have been prefabricated.

s A A & w.

Drum Baracks and Officef®uarters
L.A. Historie€CulturalMonument M. 21

(City of Los rgelesc Office of Historic Resources)

Mt

The second survivirgjructureisthe DrumPowder Magazine (L.AistoricCutural Monument M. 249
and California Historical Landmaxio. 169. It also datefrom 1862. It is a small, rectangular stone and
brick masonry structure set near the southern edge of the postl| a&ay from the parade groundThe
Powder Magazine features front and rear parapeted walls and, originally, a masonry vault springing
from the sde walls

The surviving historic site is tWgilmington Cemetery (L.A. Histoi@ultural Monument M. 414) It

actually dates from 1857 and served as a burial ground for Banning family members. But its primary
historic significance is that it contains remains of thiotye Civil War veterans. Sordeed while doing

service at Fort Drum, while others were individuals who chose to stay in the area and were buried there
after the war was over. (There was actually a separate Drum Barracksgmostery. It was abandoned

in 1887,and those interred thee were reinterred in Woodlawn Cemetery in Compton.)

The activity of the Fort and its waterfront storage facilities led to the emergence of Wilmington as a

asSdiatSySyido ¢KS Of dzaliSNJ 2F o0dzAf RAy3a | ydallyNRPdZAK &
platted as the town of New San Pedro in 1862. This is taken as the founding date for Wilmington. In
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Mmyco U(GUKS G266y OKIFIYy3ISR AlGa yIrYS FNRY bSs {lIy tSRNP
Delaware. By 1864 this new Wilmington had atf@ffice and by 1865 a fouoom school.

Unfortunately, growth lasted only until the end of the war. The fort was abandoned in 1866. The land
and the buildings reverted to Banning ahid partnerWilson, who sold them at auction. The infant
town of Wiimington faced the challenge of finding a new reason to exist.

The Wilmington Community ifts Early Years, 1862900
Wilmington soorrecovered from the loss of economic activity that resultedrrthe closing of Fort

Drum. Thigsecovery came with ta construction in 1869 of a railroad line connagtWilmington to Los
Angeles. Once more the force behind the move was Phineas Banning.

View of Wilmington r and rail Ine, circa 1870
(Los Angeles Public Library)

Banning, again together witWilson financed and built the line. It wabké first railroad ifSouthern
Californig and namedhe La Angeles and San Pedro (a good indication of what Bahojped would

be its fuure southern terminus). Han for twentyone miles alongside the route pfesentday

Alameda Bouleval. A spur extendednto the wharf and allowed cargo to be loaded directly from ships
to railroad cars. The railroad provided a more eefficient and dependable means of transportation as
compared to the existing horsdgrawncartage upon which neighboring San Pedro still depertded.

2 Seaman|mages of fnerica: Wilmington7, 11; SilkeéSan Pedrp27;Los Angeles Timedanuary 1, 1885.
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Because of the railroad, Wilmington peenpted San Pedro as the primary port for Los Angeles and the
surrounding area. The town grew steadily if not rapidly. From a population of 359 in\¥8@ington

had by the midl880s around 1000.nladdition to its own post office and a schoollsauwith four
teachers and perhapk75 pupilsjt hadthree churches and several general stotes.

The town had two distinct physical sections, separated by &ireet (now Harry Bridges Boulevard).
South of First was the densely builp section dominated by the wharf, the railroad depot, and the
associated businesses and warehouses. Most significant of these were the machine shops of the
Banningowned Wilmingon Transportation Company. These shops functioned from the late 1860s
through the 1880s, and produced parts for freight wagons, stage coaches, railroadrzhtag boats,

Some of theséunctionswerein buildings left by the military at the wharf onoved from Fort Drum.

These structures served as warehouses or contained industrial enterprises like the machine shops of the
Wilmington Transportation Company. But also included was the Wilmington Town Hall, popularly

known as Banning Halland builtbyK A y S & Ay My Tn®d LG ¢l a GKS G2eyQa
Qbsequent port expansioremovedall of these structures

North of First Streetvas the more sparsely populated residential section. Here were located the homes

and churches of Wilgi i 2y Q& AYKFOoAGFyGao /| 2yy-SoGta Ay3a GKSasS 4
thoroughfare of Canal Street (nofwalon Boulevardl.It contained the businesses and social institutions

serving the town. The nme respectable were north of First Streaind the lessespectable, such as the

saloons, wergenerallyto the south.

As with many small towns of the period, social life revolved around two types of timtisu One type

gl & NBtAIA2dza P | KdZNOKSa ¢ SNB ¥ 2 dzy RebaRd Fall Rdman Ay 2 A
Catholic Church, dates from 1865. By the{i880s the town also contained Presbyterian, Episcopal,

and German Evangelical congregatiéns.

Two of these early churches remaiithe first is ta Memory Chapelbuilt in 1870 (L.A. HistarCultural
Monument Nb. 155). It was the first home of the Calvary Presbyterian Church and was originally located
on the corner oC A F (i K FSBtieatjand @ik (now Marine), one block west of Canal and four blocks
north of First (It has since beemoved) It is a small wood frame structure with vaguely Italianate
round-arched detailing, built from lumber said to have been shipped from around Cape Horn. Its
steeple roof has been altered, but it still features, on the left and right sides of iisfxgade, its

original separate doorways for men and women.

3U. S. Census for 181s Angeles TimeAugust 24, 1882, September 13, 1883uday 1, 1885.

4 Seaman|mages of America: Wilmingtoa7.

5 Seaman|mages ofAmerica: Wilmington17-18.

6 Los Angeles Time3anuary 8, 1886; Seam#émages of America: Wilmingto®.

7 Original site information from the Wilmington Historical Society; Heandmark L.A264, 265, 433; Seaman,
Images of America: Wilmingtpd 1Q
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Memory Chapel, Calvary Prestsyain Church
L.A. HistorigCultural Monument N. 155
(City of Los AngelesOffice of Historic Resources)

A second religious structu®B NB Y 2 Af YA Yy 3 2 ywaia VERIKNERE 89S PBANSEO 2ALaF f{ |/ AK dz
Cultural Monument M. 47). It was built in 1883 and wasginally located on Canal Street between

¢ KANR YR C2dzNIi K ¢hircPaRd-oBe®iiblosks noghRFigt (f hadsh& ibeen

movedd 0 {FAYy(l W2KyQa ofanilyQ@2 OXAIRDKDOR kapSianthdypsick ¥ 3 o I a
the major portionof the construction costlt is a small wood frame structure much like the earlier

Presbyterian Church, bin a simplified Gothic style. The roof pitch is steeper and the windows feature

pointed arche$.

8 Original site information from the Wilmington Historical Society; Heandmark L.A262, 424; Seamaimages
of America: Wilmington107.
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{FAYyd W2KyQa 9LAA&AO2LI t [/ KdzZNOK
L.A. Historie€Cultural Monument N. 47
(City of Los AngelegOffice of Historic Resources)

The other type of socidl Y & G A (1 dzli A 2 Yy | NP dzy Rectable 500i# life ckrtedoday tHell 2 y Q& NF
lodge hall. These institutions were significant in a numberayfsan small town Ameriaduring the late

nineteerth and early twentieth century They provided a place for social gatherings, they pushed for

town improvements, and they built lodge hall structures that often contained needed commercial space

on their first floors.

For early Wilmington, the mosmportant of these lodges was tHdasonic Order. The Masofisst
established themselves in Wilmington in 1869, the year Banning built his railroad to Los Angeles. By

MYyyH (GKSe& KIFIR FT2NX¥YSR | dalazyAroO0 .daAfRAY3I loada2OAl (.
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Canal Street nortlf First The result was the Wilmington Masonic Temple Lodge Number 198. The
lodge was considered significant enough for thees Angeles Timés cover the laying of the
cornerstone in August of 1882.

It still stands as an L. A. Histe@altural Monunent, No. 342, at its original location on Canal Street
(Avalon Boulevard) TheMasonic Temple is a classic lodge hall/business block from the late nineteenth
century. Itis a twestorybuildingof brick masonry constructionwith commercial space on thst

floor and a meeting room on the second. The facade features a heavy bracketed emuhiea the

second floorround-arched windows in the Renaissance Revival commercial style typical of the period.
(Comparison with an historic photo indicatesthihe cornice has been loweretf.)

Masonic Temple
L. A. Histori€Cultural Monument N. 342
(City of Los AngelesOffice of Historic Resources)

The godl years for Wilmington lasted dsng as it had a monopoly on the rail connection to Los Angeles.
This soon ended. In 1872 Banning and his partners sold the Los Angeles and San Pedro Railroad to the
Southern Pacific Railroad, as part of the SPs arrangement by which it would row@s$sontinental

SWater Edwin Holstg” = a! | AadG2NB 2F 2AfYAy3dz2zy FNBY (KS { LI yAaK
Soutern California, 1931 (in the collection of the Wilmington Historical Society),03%Angeles Time&ugust 10,

1882; Seamarimages of America: Wilmingtoa5.

10 Herr,Landmark L.A270, 449; Seamahmages of America: Wilmingtot5
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line through Los Angeles. The Southern Pacific then began extending the line from Wilmington to San
Pedro. This extension was completed in 1882.

At first, Wilmington thoughthat it could continue to prosperin November of 1882 thiess Angeles
TimesSOK2SR (GKAa 2LIAYAAYY G2 AfYAy3IG2ys AyadSIR 27
KFEgS I FAYSNI LINPALISOG GKIFIY SOSNI 6STF2NBP [2Ga& | NB
Less than a year later, in Septembed 883, theTimesquoted a local businessman who remained

K2 LJS¥FdAf Y G INISE | INESS 2 0D dA B BRRE (1 KAS(H Kval (RFyyYUR My RjTdzA G S |
KSNBE 6K2 KIF@S Y20SR (2 {ly tSRNRX G(GKS (26 Aa OSNJ

Bu by the mid1880s it was clear that Wilmington was declining as San Pedra ddewing that decade
the Southern Pacific Railroad moved all its repair facilities to San Redtmany of the Banning shops
followed. The Bannings carriedorkers back andbrth from Wilmington to their new operations in San
Pedro by railroad flat cafr.

. @ My dn 2Af YAYy3d2y, andthd tbwa Saw KsapBdtion deaige from daiurii R000

in the mid1880sto 6781 TheLos Angeles Timested that the innerharbor approach to the wharf

g a &NI LIA R thénudfaidfistbiBdRed ydaile daRh 0 I NBE  FCyTRe résult bflallttitsa o ¢
accordingtotheTimeg ¢ & GKFG a2 At YAy3dz2y Aa 2yS 2F GKS S|
Countyandha6 AGGES Ay +y SAGKSGAB LRAYyG 2F OASe (G2 0O2YY

Wilmington Comes of Age19031909

In spite of its decline, Wilmington did not cease to exist. The railroad continued to sexmd its port
remained active, primarily as a point of shipment fgriaultural products. &veral large warehouses,
used to store graiywere locatedsouth of First Streetoften in the same buildings that had earlier
housed manufacturing establishmenifs.

Wilmington was saved once againthg coming of a railroad. In this case it was the interurban line of
the Pacific Electric. As early as the late 1890 theespredicted a change in fortune for Wilmington.
The paper thought that improvements the harborwould combine with the propsed extension of

11 Florence TwymaBaker,San Pedro: The First 100 Yg&an Pedro: New Pilot/The Daily Breeze, 1988), in the
collection of the San Pedro Historical Society, 14; Robert M. Fogélsmmented Metropolis: Los Angeles 1850
1930(Berkeley: University of California Press,7,98093), 56.

2| os Angeles Timelovember 15, 1882

13 Los Angeles TimeSeptember 22, 1883.

4 Los Angeles TimgBctober 21, 1892February 9, 1906.

15 Los Angeles TimeBebruary 4, 188%). S. Census faB90.

6 |_os Angeles TimeBebruary 9, 1906.

17 Los Angeles Time3anuary 1, 1887.

¥ os Angeles Timedanuary 1, 1898;888 and 189Banborn Maps.
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interurban electric passenger service to revive economic activi/OB dza S 2 F (tKiSaS OKI y3Ss
FyOASY(d o0dNHS 2y0S (KS NAGIE 2F [24& !'y38e8a Ay O2°

The proposed interurban service arrived in 1904, when the Pacific Electric, or PE, extended a branch of

its Dominguez line through Wilmington and on to San Pedro. The line cut diagonally through

Wilmington from the northeast to the southwest, and the towhtained a stop on this line on Canal

{GNBSG 0S0sSSy {SO2yR I yR I¢danoddRingdhé fart ofésedvice, the | Y R 5
Timesy 2SR GKIFG aGa2AfYAy3dz2y F2Nl az2yYS (GAYS KFa 0SSy 2
Unless alsigns ardallacious, itg A f £ GAGKAY | &@SFNJ 2N Gg2> 6% 2yS 27F

By early 1905, th@imedlisted the progressmaded ! y St SOGNAR O fAyS wiKS t9 Ay
opened, a bank building is going up, and a lumber yragicommenced operations. Graded streets and

AKIFIRS GNBSa NS OldzaAay3a 2ftR UGAYSNA (2Duwingth¢ G KSANI |
next few years, from the coming of the interurban in 1904 to consolidation with Los Angeles in 1909,
Wilmingon grew at a steady rate, even if it did not fulfill the optimistic predictions offtinees From a

population of 678 in 1890, Wilmington reached 885 by 1$08.

The revival of activity led Wilmington to consider incorporating as a city. This was tedtinareat

part to prevent San Pedro &wong Beach from annexing iThe result was a complicated legal battle

FY2y3 GKS GKNBSZ RdzS (2 GKS [dzSadGAz2ylofS adl ddza 2
1862. Wilmington finally won the legalttle and achieved city status in 1907. Its boundaries

encompassed what had been Wilmingtonwiship, stretching to the east and north as fartlas

current Los Angeles city limjiand to the west tovhat would becoméhe socalledShoestring

annexation ® Los Angele& The result was that the new city, according to fimeg Ay Of dzZRSR & f I N
FNBFa 2F Ffty2ald ®&AYyKIOAGSR GSNNRG2NE S

The new Wilmington tried to diversity its economic base by attracting new busineBseisaps the

most important were lurber yards. The largesf thesewas the Consolidated Lumber Comparywas
located to the east of the settled part of town and had its own waterfrontidtacility and railroad spur
Its economic welbeing varied from year to year. In 1906 it wascassful enough to raise the tallest
flagpole inSouthern California, at 151 feet. Yet, by the next year, 1907, it had closed temporarily for
lack of demand?®

9 Los Angeles Time®ctober 221899.

20 ines of the Pacific Electric: Southern & Western Districts; Interurban Spd€Gdidale: Mac Sebree, 1975),

MOHT GhF¥FFAOALE al Ll 2F 2AfYAYy3IG2yI mdpn pI®I3and192KS 02t t SO
Sanborn Maps

2! Los Angeles TimeBecember 4, 1904.

22 os Angeles Timellarch 5, 1905.

2U. S. Census for 189s Angeles Timellay 9, 1908.

21 260 3a0SAYS da! | Aaf2 NdsARdes TiMABUGUSY2S, 4B S € H M

25Los Angeles TimgAugust 13, 1908.

26 os Angeles Timgdune 26, 1906, December 8, 1907.
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Streets are identified with 1909 names. Current names, if different, are in parentheses
Datt FNRY (GKS ahFFAOAIE al L) 2F 2AfYAy3hz2
Courtesy of the Wilmington Historical Society

Other efforts were more exotic. Onel & | £ SFGKSNJ FIF OG2NR ® LG o1& 2NR
Antiwdzo 6 SNJ ¢ ANB CIF Ol 2 NE ¢ |y Rringdf IBather Sireskoil autorabled and 2y G KS
bicycles. Along with the lumber yard, it wasated in the eastern part of town. Apparently lack of a

demand for leather tires led the company to switch to shoe manufacturing by 1907. It reportedly

turned out25 pairs a day, and had hopes of increasing this to 100 with new macBinery.

271 os Angeles Timgdune 3, 190%une 26, 1908Vay 5, 1907October 29, 1907.
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