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Project Overview

Thissupplementahistoric resources survey redor S(pplementalSu r v e y sRranpagzest " )
additionalfield work conducted for SurveyLA in the industria@ned areas of thgVest Los Angeles
CommunityPlan Area (CPA) hissurveyreportis to be used in conjunctionith the main survey
report and asseciated appendiesfor this @A published inAugust20122 All survey workwas
conducted according to SurveyLA methodology as discussed Wekd os Angelemainsurvey
report.

Project Team

Additional surveyvork inthe WestLos Angele€PAwvas comucted byArchitecturalResources
Group.PersonnelincludedKatie HorakPrincipal and project manageklary Ringhoff, Associate
and Evanne St. Charlésdditional assistance was providedibtern Christina Park.

Survey Area
Description of  Industr ial Zone Area s

The survey ar éndudds‘afproximaty §88imdustialyzyned parcels in theorth
and southportions of the WestLos Angele€PAOf these, approximatel§76 parcels were surveyed
by SurveyLA. SurveyLA generally domsncludeproperties constructed after 1980r resources
that have been designated undBederal, stateor local prograra. The map below illustratethe
boundariesof the CPA and the location imfdustriallyzoned parced.

Within the West Los AngeleBPA, industially-zoned areas arprimarilylocatedin two adjoining

areas. One ibounded roughly by Centinela Avenue, Exposition Boulevard, Military Avenue, and
West Olympic Boulevaravith additional industrialjzoned parcels between Olympic and La Grange
AvenueMissouri Avenue/Nebraska Avenue west of South Barrington Avenue. Theaoézer

includes parcels between South Sepulveda Boulevard, Cotner Avenue, Exposition Boulevard, and
Ohio Avenue. The industrial areas are adjacent to the historic Southern PadifiadRfine (now a
Metro line), as well as a Southern Pacific spur that onceipa8epuleda. Two smaller industrikgt
zonedareas are located further east in the CPA, also along the Southern Pacific line, near Motor
Avenue and National Boulevard, and Esifion andinterstate 10, respectively.

I When this CPA was originally surveyed for SurveyLA, the Industrial Develommtntt for the Ciywide
Historic Context Statement had not been developed. Therefore, industriaiigd parcels could not be
surveyed at that time. The context has since been complatedisurvey teams have returned to this CPA to
survey industrial parcels.

2The main surey report and all appendices for tWestLos Angele€PA can be found at
http://preservation.lacity.org/surveyldindingsand-reports.
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Survey Area Map with

Industrially  -Zoned Parcels

4
Q
%
’L v
N, \%
N A
. N K 2
BellAirIBeverlylCrestHCRA & 5 S
=z (ROS
s
2
%‘ BEWERLY
Z O,
e =
ﬁz\s X
A &7 “'(\
o/ %4’
&
& 4 WILS
i Westwood CPA *G}
s o <
5 7
@
g
Y T
& > 3
R4 AVAND,
7 N
& 3
A
%,
2
g
& z
5 S NG o @
o N v
4 &
OQ\O
O P
6)7
N gl C
%, West, l-0s Angeles CPA N
< %
/o \* \ kS
o S 5 4
& & 5 -
5 6. < i g Gy
&/ 0, % g 3 s
4 &S e 0, @ &
Y, 57 NN sanTadonca 3 Sy 2y o
£ N\ 2 5 L ¢ X NATIO)
) L s =
1, \”EXIT‘s B 2
=1
-
&
Z
O,
Z.,
2
’?(\
&
O
-
QVL\
>
7 =
X
%
&
4 =
2, 7
$ o &
. T &
/ & V.
>,
VenicelCPA

Industrial Zoning

b
et 1

Ot DN Gty ofLos A 4 Ryles P ed

g 105 Aageles

]‘ F | [

J | oF ity Plaaning

West Los Angeles CPA }N\
Survey Area

0 015 03 0.6
= E——==Mile

SurveyLA

West Los Angeles Community Plan Area — Supplemental Survey Report



Industrial  Zone Areas Development History

I'n the years f ol |l owi n-gineteemth cedturyyiedustiss’in the citywetei ng at
few and largely aggulture based. Industrial uses were confined to areas in and around downtown,

which was the center of the new city. The arrival of the transcontinental railroad in 1876 helped to

further spur industrial growth, and by the 1880s, industries relied heanilthese rail lines as the

primary means of exporting manufactured goods to other parts of the country. With the discovery

of oil in Los Angeles in the 1890s, the construction of the Port of Los Angeles (1906) and the Panama
Canal (1914), and the openin§tbe Owens Valley Aqueduct in 1913, manufacturers from across

the country came to Los Angeles, hoping to take advantage of its cheap power and water, and

readily available transportation network.

By the early 1900s, the need for separating industtidv e | opment from the city’
residential sector was apparent. Early on, deed restrictions were used by residents to create a

barrier between themselves and heavy industry; however, as manufacturing continued to increase,

the City soughtamorewide e achi ng solution to the probl em. I n
district was formed, likely on land adjacent to the Salt Lake, Southern Pacific, and Santa Fe Railroads

east of downtowrf: Additional districts followed, most of them establishedrajarail lines or

clustered near the port in San Pedro.

The creation of these industriatgoned districts led to the concentration of a range of industrial
property types in areas such as West Los Angé&lesindustrial development of the West Los
Angdes CPA followed roughly the same pattern as its residential and commercial development,
moving westward starting in the early 2@entury and following streetcar and railroad lines. The
Southern Pacific Railroad line was particularly influemdighe industrial development of the area,
leading to the establishment of factories, warehouses, and other operations along its main route
(now a Metro lingadjacent to Exposition Boule@rbetween the 1920s and 195@outhern

Pacific also had a secondary spine running up South Sepulveda Avenue, used by soalé
manufacturing andlistribution companies that now front on stregtsralleling Sepulveda

The West Los Angeles CPA saw particularly dynamic development during th¢quigstWar |l

period, as aditional industrial operations were established to setlie westwardexpanding city.
This period of industrial development left the most visilelgacyon the built environment in the
area with numerous light industrial operatiorentinuing to operate bth in cohesive industrial
areas and along portions pfimarily commerciastreets likeSepulveda Avenyélympic Boulevard,
and Pico Boulevardt also saw the establishment of oil extraction operations in predominantly
commercial areas of West Los Aregellike the Cardiff Tower facility on Pico Boulevard, pumping
from the Beverly Hills Oil Fiel@ther oil wells operated from otherwise institutional properties, like
those at the Hillcrest Country Club and the Rancho Park Golf Course (both atop thet GhisvOil
Field).

The pre and postWorld War Il industrial development of the CPA was characterized by a mix of
industries; unlike some other industrisizonedareas of Los Angeles, no one type of operafmg.,
aviation equipment manufacturingjominated. West Los Angeles contained machine shops,

SLSA Associates, t“ ®rtaftte méingt:orSiua vegntAex ndust#i al Dev e
4LSA Associates, 7.
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garment factories, metal shopjrniture manufacturers, warehouses/distribution centers, and
building materials operations side by side.

Summary of Findings

The following discussion of Contexts, Thepaasl Property Types relates to resources on
industriallyzoned parcels identified and recorded as eligible for designation.

Summary of Property Types

TheWest Los AngelegSPA contains a diverse range of extant industrial property types, primarily
representing industrial development between the late 1920s and the 1970s. The CPA also includes
commercialand institutionalproperties located in industriallgoned areas on thoroughfares like

South Sepulveda Boulevard and West Pico Boulevard.

Industrial andcommercial property types that were documented and evaluated as historically,
culturally, or architecturally significant include factories, warehouses, office buildings, a planing
mill/lumber yard, automobilerelated properties, restaurantgnd oil prodution facilities.
Institutional properties included a telephone exchange building and a Department of Water and
Power distributing station.

Summary of Contexts and Themes

Many of thethemes developed fathe IndustrialDevelopnent context of the SurveyLA Citywide
Higoric Context Statemenrdre represented in thesurvey Arealhe following is a sampling of
resources recorded in the area under industrial themes asagetiommerciahnd institutional
themes.

For a list of all resources identified in the Survey AreateeWest Los Angeles Community Plan
Area Industrial Zone Area Supplemental Appenditb#p://preservation.lacity.org/surveyla
findingsandreports.
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Context: Industrial Development, 1850-1980
Theme: Oil and Other Petroleum Products, 1892-1965

ThisContext/Themewas used to evaluatseveral oil extraction facilities in the West Los Angeles
CPA; two of them, the Rancho Park Golf Course Oil Wells and the Hillcrest Countrif ®elstn

the Cheviot Hills Oil Fieldre not visible from the public rigluf-way and their evaluations could not

be completed. The third, the Cardiff Tower Oil Well Facility, is an unusual example of an active oll
pumping complex located in a commeaicarea (W. Pico Boulevard)ccidental Petroleum

constructed the Cardiff Tower to pump from the Beverly Hills Oil Field in 1966, touting it as the first
“architectur al | ythednelstriad strectdre is hidden dhyeartatl toveekekterior.

Name:Cardiff Tower Oil Well Facility Name:Rancho Park Golf Course Oil Wells
Location:Pico Blvd. between Doheny Dr. and Carc Location:Pico Blvd. west of Motor Ave.
Ave. Date: 1958

Date: 1966

Name:Hillcrest Country Club Oil Wells
Location:Pico Blvd. east of Motor Ave.
Date: 1958

SurveyLA 5
West Los Angeles Community Plan Area — Supplemental Survey Report



Context: Industrial Development, 1850-1980
Sub-Context: Manufacturing for the Masses, 1883-1989
Theme: Aviation and Aerospace, 1911-1989
Sub-Theme: Aircraft Manufacturing, 1919-1980

ThisContext/Themeawvas used to evaluatanaircraft ancillary equipment factgrin West Los
Angelesgstablishel by Transco Parts Supply, Inc. in 195& aviation and aerospace indiyshad
atremendousinfluence on Los Angeles during World War Il and after the war; factories like these in
West Los Angeles manufactured ancillary parts and were motftufag than the facilities that

produced airplanes closer to Los Angeles Internaidirport.

Name:Transco Parts Supply, Inc.
Address:12210 Nebraska Ave.
Date: 1950
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Context: Industrial Development, 1850-1980
Sub-Context: Manufacturing for the Masses, 1883-1989
Theme: Factories, 1887-1980

This Context/Theme was used to evaluate factories that produced goods for the public at large but
did not fall under the othethemes in thisontext, such as bakeries and flour mills. These included
factories manufacturing a variety of productsym furniture to machine partsDating from thdate
1940sthese factories represernhe spread obmaltscale industriamanufacturingand warehousing
operations to the westernmost part of Los Angeles duringithmediatepostwar period.They are
distinguisted by their utilitaran architecture, proximity tdistoric rail line, and relative rarity

within the WestLos Angeles CRAew intact examples of this property type remain.

Address:2018 S. Westgate Ave.
Date:1947
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Context: Other Context, 1850-1980
Theme: Event or Series of Events, 1850-1980

The Other Context is used to capture property types for which a specific context/theme has not yet
been developedThese included 4947machine shopvith a diginctive moritor roof on S. Pontius
Avenue., which represents a significant pattern of industrial development in West Los Angeles
during the postwar period.

Address:2101 S. Pontius Ave.
Date: 1947
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Commercial Development, 1850-1980
Theme: Commercial Identity, 1850-1980

This Context/Theme was used to evaluattewcommercial propertietocated on industrialhzoned
parcelsin the West Los Angeles CPPAoperties found eligible undehis theme are significant as the
locations of longerm businesses whose buildings represent their commercial identity (in most case
These buildings are found eligible if they are the first or {targ location of a business of local,
regional or national importance and have distinctive emblematic architectural details and signs tha
reflect their corporate identities. In West Los Angeles, examples included local businesses like

B llingsley's Restaurant, whinceh94h as been in

Name:Bi | | i ngs!l ey’ s

Address:11326 W. Pico Blvd.

Date:1947
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Public and Private Institutional Development, 1850-1980
Sub-Context: Communications, 1875-1980

Theme: Telephone History and Development, 1881-1950
Sub-Context: Government Infrastructure and Services, 1850-1980
Theme: Municipal Water and Power, 1916-1980

The Public and Private Institutional Developmemritext was used t@valuatetwo institutional
properties under different sukcontexts and themes. The telephone exchange building (1929; origin:
occupied by Associated Telephone Company, Inc.) at 1544 S. Cotner Avenue was found eligible L
Communications Su@ontext for its association withthexep ansi on o f ommbneatiens t y
infrastructurein the 1920s. Department of Water and Power Distributing Station N¢1247), located
at 11170 W. Nebraska Avenueas found eligible under the Government Infrastructure and Services
SubContextfor its association with the expansion of municipal services in theustd War Il era.
Both properties were alstound eligibleunder the Arclitecture and Engineering Context/L.A.
Modernism SubContex} the telephone exchange building fiss Art Deco dsign, andDistributing
Station No. 28 for possessing architectural characteristics of the Late Moderne style.

VV\*—,,
Name:Associated Telephone Company Name: Dept. of Water and Power Distributing Stati
Address:1544 S. Cotner Ave. No. 28
Date:1929 Address: 11170 W. Nebraska Ave.
Date: 1947
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For Further Reading

Books and other published material

Bottles, Scott LLos Angeles and the Automobile: The Makihg Modern CityBerkeley: University
of California Press, 1987.

Hise, GregMagnetic Los Angeles: Planning the Twent@&#ntury MetropolisBaltimore: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1997.

Parker, Dana Building Victory: Aircraft Manufacturinig the Los Angeles Area in World War 11
Cypress, CA: 2013.

Online repositories of maps, photographs, periodicals, and other materials

19001930 U.S. Federal Census (Population Schedule), Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, CA, jpeg
image, (Online: The Geragions Network, Inc., 2009) [Digital scan of original records in the
National Archives, Washington, DC], subscription database, accessgd 201
http:/www.ancestry.com/.

The Cergr for Land Use InterpretatioNewsletter (2010, Springd) Bus To ur ude:CLUUTr b an
Takes Group o0nAcessad@®E5 Odyssey.”

Digital Sanborn Maps 186070, Sanborn Fire Insurance Mafp&cessed 2@l
http://sanborn.umi.com.ezproxy.lapl.org/.

ProQuest NewsstandHistorical Los Angeles Tim@dd.), accessed 2015,
http://s earch.proquest.com.ezproxy.lapl.org/.

UCLA Digital Collectionisps Angeles Times Photograph Collectmcessed 2015,
http://digital2.library.ucla.edu/.
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