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Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false
sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic
properties, will not be undertaken.
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and
preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a property will be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture,
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features,
and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old
and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be
unimpaired.
Property Maintenance
All buildings, structures, yards and other improvements shall be maintained in a superior manner. All current
building and zoning codes will be enforced. The following conditions are prohibited:
a. Dilapidated buildings or features such as fences, roofs, doors, walls and windows.
b. Abandoned or discarded objects, equipment or materials such as automobiles, automobile parts, furniture,
appliances, containers, lumber or similar items stored outside but within property lines.
c. Stagnant water or open excavations.
d. Any device, decoration or structure, which is unsightly by reason of its height, condition or location.
e. Peeling exterior paint or unremoved/uncovered graffiti.
f. Overgrown landscaping, exposed bald areas within yards or grounds and broken hardscape features which
could cause injury.
g. Other substandard conditions as cited by the Cultural Heritage Commission, the Director of Planning, or the
City’s Office of Historic Resources.
Conditions
This Historical Property Contract provides the potential for property tax reduction in exchange for agreement to
rehabilitate and maintain an historic building. Existing conditions not in conformance with the Secretary of the
Interior's Standards, may be required to be removed and the original conditions remedied as part of this contract.
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